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EDITORIAL

Welcome to this edition of relinquish the position when she wg
Rananim. transferred to the HunteMargaret
The focus in this issue is took up the role and fulfilled it with
Teutonic: Lawrence was certainly her grace, ditiency and dignity As
affected by his experiences of Germanywell, Margaret wielded her blue penc
and certainly by his experiences with with great aplomb at editorial meetingg;
Germans. Not only Frieda, of course,and always told a great story ovgr
but he was also arrested as an Englisfunch. Sometimes, and these wefe
spy just before the outbreak\dforld  delivered with a particular relish, they
War One, and he was only released aftewere related to Lawrence.
the story of his involvement with Our 2005AGM was held at Paul
Frieda was revealed to her father, BarorDelprat’s studio (see story and
von Richthofen, commandant of the pictures p 17,19). | was mos
fort at Metz. impressed that Mgarets BYO was a
So in this issue we have an articlesmall bottle ofMoet et ChandorAs
by Marylyn Valentine on the impact she said, “the price was too good to f
of Nietzsche on Lawrence, and one bytrue: and so it was. | thought it was fg
Sandra Jobson on the relationship ofa dozen of full bottles - not thes
Lawrence to Dada. Nextissue we mayquarter bottles”.
well have Lawrence antfagner! Margaret died just a few dayd
There is a sad aspect to this issueafter theAGM; a wake was held at theg
of Rananimit is the first issue which Bellevue Hotel in Paddington, and &
has been produced without the editoriainumber of Society members anjl
support of our late Secretaiargaret supporters attended number of
Jones. wonderful stories were told, and som
Our Secretary was appearin Sand®appreciation on p 28
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Beverley Burgmann, who had to - John Lacey|
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MARKING OUR 13th
YEAR IN THE ROYAL
BOTANIC GARDENS

espite the heat and humiditi/7 picnickers children:Anna (13) and twins David and Zoe (9)
arrived at the Maiden Pavilion in the Royakrrived — also hot and flustered by the weather
Botanic Gardens on Friday December 30, Fortunately the Maiden Pavilion, with its low
2005, to celebrate the DH Lawrence Socget)3" eaves and stone flg@rovided some protection from
anniversary of its founding. the sun beating down outsicend everyone began
The Maiden Pavilion, which is down the lowerto relax and cool down.

part of the Gardens, not far from the Harbauas

Rob’s smoked salmorandwiches and Jolsn’

so named not for any Lawrentian association but toast lamb sandwiches were passed ardiacbfered

commemorate a civic
dignitary named Maiden [
The Rose Garderfis,
Pavilion, where we held
our inaugural meeting 1
years ago, was no
available that day

We (DHL Society
Vice-president Rob
Darroch,Treasurer Doug
Knowland, and Member
ship Secretary and
Rananim publisher |
Sandra Jobson) arrived
first, to find a yound\sian

= cockatoos

the Asian girl some
marinated chicken wings,
but she declined with a shy
smile. Wine and beer was
poured and the picnic was
underway

The children sidled
around, sizing each other up,
then settled down on rugs
on the floor occasionally
making a foray down to the
nearby ponds. White
flapped,
squawking, onto the grass.

Perhaps it was the

girl reclining on a bench in the pavilion, sporadicallyheat, or thegnerally lazy holiday mood, but little was
dozing and reading a book. She wore smart spogaid about Lawrence, apart from when we told the
clothes, brand-new running shoes, and used Henglish couple that we were celebrating the founding
knapsack as a pillowVe left her to her reverie andof our Society and that Lawrence and Frieda had
started unpacking our food and drink. spent their first night in Sydney in 1922 in Mrs Seott’
Next, our President, John Lacey arrived, bearinguesthouse in Macquarie Street. The English visitors
his camera and a box of roast lamb sandwichess@aemed interested to hear that Lawrence had
trifle out-of-breath from his long walk across thelescribed walking past the Conservatorium of Music
Gardens, but looking fit after six months of daily swim# the opening chapter ¢fangawoo — though they
in the Dawn Fraser Pool on Sydney Harbour didn’t appear to know about the novel. Coming from
Then Peter J&ry, his wife Lisa, and their four Oxford, howeverthey did know about Garsington,
sons -Tim, John, Ben and Luke, ranging in age fromvhere Lawrence had helped Lady Ottoline Morrell
eight to one — plus Lissparentsyayne and Cheryl, paint gold leaf around the wooden panels in her
down from Queensland, arrived, panting from thérawing room (see Sandsaarticle on p 30).
heat of the long trek from Martin Place. We did, though, make some plans for the coming
Two elderly strangers wandered ifhey were year and discussed with Paul Delprat his kinf&of
friendly and told us they lived outside Oxford into host a luncheon and talk (some time in May-June)
England and were on a world todihey had chosen in his newly-opened JuligkshtonArt School annexe
to be in Sydney for the NeMear fireworks and were on Middle Head. It proved be an appropriate and
booked on a Harbour cruise next dagturday Little  scenically beautiful venue for our event (see p 17,
did they know that on the following dajewYears 19) - Lawrence would have had a fine view of Middle
Day, the mercury would soar to 44.2 degrees. Head when he and Frieda sailed into Sydney Harbour
Later - he is habitually late - our DHL honoraryon theMalwain 1922.(See p 18 for merpictues
artist Paul Delprat, his wife Sue, and their threef the Botanic Gatens picnic)
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The Greek god
Dionysus influ-
enced both
Nietzsche and
Lawrence

')Ilr J'I'I II 4

MARYLYN VALENTINE investigates the links betweekangaroo
and Friedrich Nietzsches only novel

he influence of Friedrich Nietzsche on disillusioned, seeking refuge in solitude and nature.

D.H.Lawrence has often been remarked There is much to-ing and fro-ing as the main

upon. Both writers sought in their own waycharacter advances and retreats, examining himself
the restitution of the sacred, and wanted to encouand wondering if he will be successful in achieving
age society to pursue ideals by which it would be the task of conveying his message. He can be a

transformed. comic, confused, self-doubting figure who becomes
Lawrence$ novelKangawoog was a text his own commentator and critic. There is a lack of

almost without precedent, “a gramophone ofa  identity between the self-understanding and the

novel”, as he called it. He said at the time of authorial-understanding of the central character:

writing Sons and Loverthat he did not want to be one voice assents, one objects. There is an even-

constrained or to adhere to the old form of the  tual recovery from the “dark night of the soul”, and

novel. Nietzsche rather differently described his the characters set forth to find fresh fields.

first and only attempt at fictiorlhus Spoke Lawrence arrived iAustralia in 1922 with

Zarathustra), as a symphony to be read as musidittle planning beforehand and basically wrote his

It came to him as if “lightning had struck”. There Kangamwo in less than two month$he fictional

are many similarities between Lawrersiéanga- Lawrence figure, Richard Lovatt Somers, becomes

roo and Nietzsche'Zarathustra Lawrence using involved with a group of men, including the charis-

many of the modes of thought of Nietzsche in matic Kangaroo, who wants to redirect the political

Kangaroo. life of Australia. Nothing ever went to waste with
Both these unusual works are fragmentary Lawrence, and he gleaned much information about

rambling, loosely constructed, autobiographical in the political situation il\ustralia from old copies of

parts. There are departures and returns, meetingthe SydneyBulletin.

and sermons, dreams and nightmares. Thisis notto The powerful majestic figure of Zarathustra in

say thatKangaioo andZarathustraare not well Nietzsches novel was inspired by Emerssn’
crafted. When Lawrence had finished revising, hisdescription of him as a man “whose form and gait
publisher Thomas Seltzer wrote to him, very cannot lie”. Certainly he is nothing like the slight

pleased: “The Odyssey of the human soul as seefigure of Somers, who is “smallish”, “the odd man
through the individual soul of Richard Lovattand who stands out.” “¥u're different from us. But
the revelation of the dark God. | think | am intimateyou’re a man we want and you’re a man we've
with your dark God.” Lawrence’elusive dark God got to keep” K 59). Kangaroo, who actually looks
and the complicated thinking of both Lawrence antlke a kangaroo, has more of the vital presence of a
Nietzsche are difficult to untangle. Zarathustra.

The two novels depict the poet, teachsaige, However Somerss reputation has preceded
trying to relate to the people, and then, not satisfiedim and he is known, expected. Kangaroo says at
that he has found his rightful audience, he becoméleir first meeting, “Ever since | read your first
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book of poems...l knew you'd come K (129) innocence and creative desir&’ 146).

Australia is waiting for her HomerK(122). Jack “Life” speaks to Zarathustra about

Callcott says, “I knew it the minute | set eyes on Nietzsches doctrine of the will-to-powelWhere |
you...I said to myself, “That chap is coming into  found a living creature, there | found will-to -
my life’ ” (K 59). Willie Struthers: “You are the power” (Z137). “Only where life is. There is also

man | have been waiting foi(K 229) Somers will: not will-to-life, but — so | teach you — will-to-
ponders thaYictoria “sees, perhaps, the real

me...Queer to be recognised at onde"31).

After spending 10 years alone in his mountain
cave, Zarathustra is also recognised at once by all
the people. He descends “overflowing with his
wisdom like a bee that has gathered too much
honey” The saint hermit comments “This wan-
derer is no stranger to meZ ¢0). Zarathustra (or
is it his shadow?) is recognised, as he flies over a
volcanic island, by the sailors. They “loved him as
the people love: that is with love and awe in equal
parts” Z 152). Zarathustra’shadow is often with
him as a dialectical opponent, much as Richard
Lovatt Somers wife Harriett acts as a sceptical
verbal opponent to his musings.

As Zarathustra wanders on, he teaches his
doctrines, many of which are taken up by Law-
rence inKangaioo. His disciples, and later the
“Higher Men”, keep him compan¥is disciples
are told to “Overcome...Sand-grain discretion, the
ant swarm inanitythe miserable ease, the ‘happi-
ness of the greatest numb&(Z 298). Somers
wanted to take the world “away from all the power” (Z 139). Somers thinks “every creature” is
teeming ants"K 171).And Kangaroo tells “individually in contact with the great life-urge
Harriett, “I am with you against the antX ((38).  which we call God, and inseparable from Gbal.

Zarathustra announces the concept of the  call this connection the will-to-live is not quite
Superman, the meaning of the earth, to the peopl&ufficient. It is more than a will-to-persist. Itis a
in the marketplace. They are the herd, “the buzzingill-to-live in the further sense, a will-to-change, a
flies”, and they do not understand. He has come will-to-evolve, a will towards further creation of the
too early How and when NietzscleSuperman  self...It is the one and only everlasting motive for
will manifest himself is never fully revealed. The  everything” K 343). This is such a good descrip-
creative men who will understand Zarathustra’  tjon of will-to-power something Nietzsche consid-
teachings are the bridge to the Supernidin. ered to be universal. Of course, Nietzsche had
values must be revalued and the time of the “greaiiready announced the death of God, but Law-
noontide” will come. Somers wants to “send out arences God was his own personal God (“my idea

Friedrich Nietzsche

new shoot in the life of mankindK(75),”some of him is my ownl)). As he also said about God:
kind of way for the afterwards’K(73). “It's not “I'm off on a different road).

politics. But it is a new life-form, a new social There is much talk of love and mateship in
form” (K 110). Kangaioo. The “one central principle in the world”

Kangaroo speaks of thien Commandments should be love, Kangaroo tells Somers. He loves all
as “millstones round our necks. Commandments humanity he wants to be loved. “I loved you before
should fade as flowers do. They are no more divineknew you”, he says to Somet$ 156). Initially
than flowers are(K 127). Zarathustra is more  drawn to Kangaroo by the extraordinary attraction
brutal, “Shatter these ancient law tables of the  of the man, Somers cannot agree with him, and
pious! Shatter by your teachings the sayings of theney begin to fall out with each othétove has
world calumniators!(Z 222). become like cardboard to me”, says SomKrs (

Kangaroo believes that “the sardttraction  154). Jack also wants to persuade Somers to work
for the earth is a form of loveK(152). The sun is  with him, “ ‘Do you think | wouldn’t lay down my
also a potent image for Zarathustra: “the glowing |ife for you?’ Somers went pale...But he didn't

sun—its love for the earth is comigl sun-love is cont'd over page
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LAWRENCE & ZARA THUSTRA
from previous page

want this great love. He didrielievein it” (K
118). He “wanted so much to get out of this lit-up
cloy of humanity..Why not swing away into cold
separation?’ 157). He says to Jack, “I can’t
honestly say | feel at one with you, you and Kangz
roo, so | say so and stand as{ie338). “Where
one can no longer love, one should — pass by!”
Thus spoke Zarathust(Z 198).

A voice speaks to Zarathustra:di fruits
are ripe but you are not ripe for your fruits! So you
must go back into solitudeZ(169). Both Somers
and Zarathustra seek time to reflect, and
Zarathustra leaves his disciples saying, “The man
of knowledge must be able not only to love his
enemies but to hate his friends. One repays a
teacher badly if one remains only a pupil...Now |
bid you lose me and find yourself; and only when
you have all denied me will | return to yo (
103). “Solitude, my home! How blissfully and
tenderly does your voice speak to m&203).

Zarathustra

Even when Kangaroo, near death after beingDionysus was the chaos in a work of art, or a life

wounded in a fracas, asks Somers to tell him tha
he believes in love, Somers is unable to do so.
| don’t want to love anybodyfruly” (K 381). Speak-
ing of the Higher Man, Zarathustra says that he di
“not love sufficiently: otherwise he would not have
been angry that he was not loved"304). “All great
love is above pity: for it wants — to create what is
loved!” Thus spoke Zarathustrd {14).
Somers withdraws to be alone with his soul,
“to be clear of love pity and hate.aTurn to the
old dark gods”K 308).All the old gods make up
the one dark God,
Somers tells us.
“But outside the
gate is the one
dark God, the
Unknown” (K
332). And yet
“the unknown
God is within” K
351). This
unknowable,
" unutterable,
unrealisable, God
" is many things
and seems to be
forever changing.
Could this God be Dionysus? - a God that
Nietzsche identified with completely: his whole
concept of Zarathustra, he writeskince Homo,
was dionysian. “Zarathustra is a daneeno has
the harshest, the most fearful insight into reality”.

d

Lawrence

6 Rananim

¢ seen through th&pollonian veil of orderHe was
angnany gods; the God of wine, vegetation, and

pleasure, depicted surrounded by satyrs and
maenads. Dionysus was also associated with
Hades, from where he brought up his mather
Semele. Being the God of vegetation, he was also
associated with Demetaxrho descended into the
darkness to rescue her daughter from the clutches
of Pluto. He is the God who of all the old gods
represents our unconscious desires and fears.
Lawrence was fascinated with the picture from the
Greek cup depicting Dionysus which he describes
in Kangaioo.

At the end of the story the reluctant leaders,
having resolved their inner conflicts, optimistically
set out to find a new audience. The peripatetic
Somers (Lawrence) rhapsodises on the beauty of
Australia. “The sky was all sun” as he sailed away
Lawrence went on to write an even more provok-
ing leadership novellhe Plumed Serpent.
Zarathustra, ecstatic, as he steps from his cave in
the morning sun, is surrounded by his animals, but
still “lacks his rightful men”. He has overcome his
“ultimate sin”, his pity for the Higher Man. “This is
my morning, my day begins; rise up noise up,
great noontide!”

FOOTNOTES

1 Kangaoo—Angus & Robertson 1992
2 Thus Spoke ZarathustraPenguin Classics ed.1969 trans.
Hollingdale

3 “On Human Destiny”
4 “On Being Religious”



Lawrence & Dada

SANDRA JOBSON discovers a new way of making serksengiaroo

lot of people, myself included, have found
Lawrence$ Australian novelKangaroo,

difficult to understand. Even Lawrence Picture,
thought it a “queer novel”. picture, on the
It's a novel that goes this way and that, starting wall, who is
in a fairly straight-forward fashion describing how an mgn?ztﬁg'ftam
English writer Richard Lovatt Somers, and his wife collage by
Harriet arrive in Sydney and settle down in a cottage Kurt
called “Cooee” at Mullumbimby on the coast south of Schwitters

Sydney - a thinly-disguised piece of autobiographical
writing, reflecting Lawrence and Friedaarrival in
Sydney in 1922 and their move to {vurk” in
Thirroul on the coast south of Sydney
But gradually the novel seems to veer off its
track. Theres a chapter called ‘dicanic Evidence”,
containing a lengthy word-for-word transcription of
an article Lawrence found in the Sydriegily .
Telegraph and which seems to have little relevance tcpeen an early d|sF|pIe of Freud, bgt who later
the plot (such as it is)Theres an odd chapter titled repudiated Fr_eud method_s, especially
“Harriet and Lovatt at Sea in Marriage”; a chapter psychoana_lly5|_s.To ;omphc_ate matters,' Gross also
called “Bits”, taken from short items published in the had an dhir with Friedas sister Else, with whom
Bulletin; a strange nightmare flashback to the First he had a son, _PeteHe also had another son called
World War; all interspersed with the daily comings and et by his wife, Fne_da Schitdr. To complicate
goings of Somers/Lawrence, plus some political talk matFers_ even furthane(_jaWeekIey alsq ha(_JI an
of destroying the Ol@Vorld and its politics, starting affair with the Swiss art_|st, archqeolog|st, linguist
afresh, and seeking manly mateship, and ending up and _anarc_hlst,_ Ernst Frick, vyh_o n “%”‘ had along
embracing a “dark god” that “enters from below”. relationship with Otto Gross'wife, Fr_leda .
Certainly such seemingly disperate content and Schiofer, by whom he had three ch|ldr_en. (tis
plotline make the novel seem to have been hastily hard to keep track of all the Peters, Friedas,
thrown together in an attempt to get sufficient words Ernests an.d Ernsts!)
down on paper in six brief weeks in order to satisfy A de_C|pIe of N'eFZSChe’ Otto Gross was a
Lawrences publisher It seems that Lawrence was drug addict. He was in-and-out of mental asylums
suffering, not so much from writes block (he could during his relatively short life, and was eventually

always writesomething, but rather an inability to repudiated by the German psychology and
move the plot oKangaoo forward — possibly psychlatry co_mmumty because of his of anarchistic
because it was close to being a faithful diary of each ]E)eh%fs and his agVOCﬁCy of Olr(l;grs1 ang sexuual |
day’s events, and often nothing very much actually "°® Iom (it was he who coined the phrase “sexua
happened in sleepy seaside Thirroul. revolution”). _ _
Maybe so. Howevel now believe the key to After Frieda left Erestiveekley to live with
understandingtangaioo lies in Lawrences ever qurence in 1912, she continued to correspond
deepening involvement with German intellectuals and ¥t 8“0 Grpsﬂs. e
their ideas after he first met Frieda in 1912 — and in dan rosss in uen((j:e Og Lawrencef, \Illa Frieda
particular one striking manifestation of that intellectual®"d Ner sisteproved to be a powerful one.
movement - Dada. Biographer Johiorthen believes Lawrence read

After she married Professor Ern&geekley who many of Gross Ietters_to F ri(_ada._ “They wogl_d
was later Lawrence’French tutor in Nottingham, have offered him a major |n§|ght |_nto the politics
Frieda (nee von Richthofen) had made a trip back to and language din-de-siecldiberation and se:lf-
her homeland, Germanip 1907, primarily to visit her fulfilment; N_|etzschean, Freudian, vitalised,
family, and particularly her sister Else. During her Worthen said. .
stay Frieda had an affair with Otto Gross, a In fact, Lawrence had begun reading and
controversial psychologist and psychiatrist who had cont'd over page
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Lawrence & Dada

from previous page

was the originator of photomontage and the art of

collage: a major element in the tenets of Dada.
Dada had evolved out of a series of small

theatrical events in the Ca¥éltaire in Zurich in

discussing the ideas of Nietzsche as early as 1907 February 1916, staged by a Gernaaant-gade
after he went to teach at Croydon in London - long theatre directgrHugo Ball, and his nightclub singer

before he met Frieda (but when she was meeting
Gross). Among the works by Nietzsche in the
library at the school in Croydon at the time was
Thus Spake Zarathustrale also know that he was
re-reading Thus Spake Zarathustia 1916 And he
mentions Nietzsche iKangaioo.

Marylyn Valentine, in her article on page 4 in
this issue oRananimgemonstrates the influence of
Nietzsche orKangaioo.

But there is anothemore immediate influence
onKangaioo, albeit also influenced by Nietzsche -
and that, as | shall showas Dada, thavant-gad
artistic and literary movement taken up by Marcel
Duchamp, Kurt Schwitters, HaAsp, Max Ernst,
Man Ray Francis Picabia and Gear Grosz.

FriedaWeekley-Lawrenca' former lover Otto
Gross was, it turns out, one of the most influential
catalysts in the development of Dada.

mistress, Emmy Hennings.

Initially their new movement didn’'t have a
name, and its activities — readings of modern poetry
recital of songs and music — changed and
transformed almost daily as new artists and
intellectuals arrived. The early performances
included recitals of music by such established
composers as Liszt, Scriabin and Debussy

But the performances changed rapidly as four
of the newcomers - thlsatian artist Hanérp, the
poet Richard Huelsenbeck, the Romanian poet
Tristan Tzara, and his friend, the painter Marcel
Janco - started to shape the movement.

All these proto-Dadaists had one significant
thing in common: they were nihilists and opposed to
the FirstWorld War, believing that art and politics
needed a revolutionThey wanted to start anew

Otto Gross said: “The realisation of the

When he moved to Berlin in 1913 he began to anarchist alternative to the patriarchal order of
influence the writers Raoul Hausmann and Hannah society has to begin with the destruction of the
Hoch, who were to be two of the key figures in the latter”

Berlin Club Dada, which grew out of the original

He believed that those who wanted to change

Dada movement in Switzerland in 1916. Hausmannthe world must first rid themselves of the old

Frieda

8 Rananim

authority that ruled their “inner self”.

The Zurich cabarets featured macahfecan-
masked dancers who performed accompanied by
music played on drums, pots and pans. They were
creating a theatre of the absurd in the seedy
intellectual quarter of Zurich where Lenin also lived
and where James Joyce wrbtlysses It was a
fecund place to start a new movement.

To this day nobody knows for sure what the
word “Dada” means. The most likely explanation of
its origins is that Hugo Ball and Emmy Hennings, in
the true spirit of th@bjet trouve simply picked the
word at random from a French-German dictionary
Dada translated as “hobby-horse”. (The word also
sounds like “yes-yes” in Slavonic languages.)
Another explanation of the derivation is that it was
the name of a popular hair-straightening gel.

The movement spread after 1916 to Berlin,
Hanover Cologne and Paris - and even to Néovk.
Max Ernst, the leader of the Cologne Dadaists,
developed the art of collage, inspired by its inventor
Hausmann. (Picasso also took it up.) One of the
most brilliant exponents of Dada, Kurt Schwitters,
raised collage to its highest level, creating his works
out of anything that came to hand: newspapers,
labels, leaflets, bits of wood, and other trash.
Although Dada was best-known as a visual
movement, there were many writers and poets who
adhered to, or at least flirted with, the movement.
Dada persisted until around 1924, although many



Shake it gently

Then take out the scarps one after the other in
the oder in which they left the bag.

Copy conscientiously

The poem will be like you.

And hee you ae a writer infinitely original
and endowed with a sensibility that is charming
though beyond the understanding of the vulgar

First and foremosKangaioo exemplifies the
Dada creed that any work of art or literature must be
completely newand a departure from the past.

It would be difficult to think of another novel
by any writer that resemblésangaioo. And
certainlyKangaroo is unlike any of Lawrencg’other
works.

Although Lawrence was to be influenced by
Dada when he wrotiéangaioo, his painting shows
no such influence (nor do his later novels and
poems). In this regard&angaoo was a “one-df.

Kangamwoois essentially a novel based on almost
random real-life events. #'a close approximation to
a diary of Lawrence’ time inAustralia, written
during a brief six-week period and based on events
as they unfolded daily

By 1922 he had more or less run out of the rich
vein of material based on his early life in Eastwood.
Kangamoo is still based on Lawrencelife — but now
life as it was happening, day-by-danpt in the past.

Kangawooin fact is constructed like a collage,
participants dropped out earlievhile others moved ~Made up of events and material assembled together
on to join newavant-guad movements. into a new order Lawrence took newspaper and

The Dadaists aimed to produce works of art, Magazine items, extracts from letters he received and

both visual and literarythat were totally newThey ~ advertisements he saw in the local streets and put
strove to eradicate all forms of imitation (as the them into his novel, just as the Dada artists did with

ltalian Futurists had already) and instead emphasiséneir collages.

Marcel Ducham® “Nude Descending at&@rcase”

complete originality The idea was, as Charles Simic Consideyfor example, the "Bits” chapter in
says in his excellent review (publishedTine New Kanga_loo,and _also the c_hapterOV:amc Evidence”.
York Review of Book&ugust 10, 2006) of an For “Bits” he picked out items from the Sydney

exhibition of Dada at the Museum of Modert, Bulletin where jottings were bundled together in a

New York (June 18-Septembet,12006) “© make  ragbag of brief news items. F_ordlafanic Evidence”
something no one had ever seen or experienced e used a complete article which he found in an old
before.” newspaperwriting “That morning as luck would

The Dadaists wanted to end the separation off@ve it Somers read an articleAyMeston in an old
art from real life, and they stressed the importance y/dneyDaily Telegraph headed:
chance events.

The Dadaists favoured thibjet touve EARTHQUAKES

(Marcel Duchamp later being its most illustrious IsAustralia SAFE?

exponent) and used collage and photomontage asa ~ SLEEPING VOLCANOES

tool.
In his DadaManifestq Tristan Tzara wrote to Note the words “as luck would have it" — a

the poets in the group: perfect example of the use of change. .
“Take a newspaper Lawrence made use of everything that came his
Take a pair of scissors. way, including the letters he received while he was
Choose an dicle as long as you arplanning Iivipg atThirroul. He documents them in 6\¢anic

to make your poem. Evidence”: “There came deary and fatuous letters
Cut out the article. from friends in Englandefined young men of the

Then cut out each of the vasrthat make up upper middle—class writing with a gued kind of

this article and put them in a bag. cont'd over page
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“Lady (who has just opened door to country girl

Lawrence & Dada carrying suitcase): “I am suited. A country gitl has

from previous page been engaged, and I'm getting her to—noor

“Girl: “I'm her; and you'’r e not. The 'ouse is too

big.”
friendliness, gentle and sweet, of course, but as dozy
as ripe pears in their laisser aller heaviness.....A There, thought Somers, you have the whole
sardonic letter fom a Jewish friend in London, spirit of Australian labour.Bits, bits, bitsYet Richard

amusing but a bit @adful. Letters fsm women in Lovatt read on. It was not mere anecdotage. It was the
London, friendly but irritable. “I have decided | am Sheer momentaneous life of the continent. There was

a comfort—loving conventional person, with just a No consecutive thread. Only the laconic courage of
dash of the other thing to keep me fidgety’—then €xperience....All the bettésie could have kicked himself

accounts of buying old furniter and gossip about ~ for wanting to help mankind, join in revolutions or

eveybody: “Verden Genfel in a estaurant with reforms or any of that stufAnd he kicked himself
TWO bottles of Champagne' so he must be afﬂuentsti” harder thlnklng of his frantic Struggles with the
just now’ A g|r| takmg her honeymoon tnp to “soul” and the“dark gOd” and the “listener” and the
Naples by one of the Orient boats, thilass: “answerer”. Blarney—blarney—blarney! He was a
“There are 800 people on body but oom for preacher and a blatherend he hated himself for it.

another 400, so that on account of the missing 400 Damn the “soul”, damn the “dark god”, damn the
we have a six-berth cabin to ourselves. A cheque fokstener” and the “answerer”, and above all, damn his
fifteen pounds seventeen shillings and fourpence, own interfering, nosy self.
from a publisher: “Kindly acknowledgeA letter ) L . .
from a farming friend who had changed places...” This echoes the Dadaists’ ranting and raving.
Lawrence also found a fertile source in the TristanTzaras Dada Manifesto stresses the need for
SydneyBulletin, describing how Somers “looked at the author to turn in on himself, to cleanse himself of
the big pink spread of his Sydney Bulletin viciously ;he ways of trr:ehOItNorld_: There is 6} I|_ter2tue thst f
The Bulletinwas the only periodical in the world that 0€s ”O“_Eac the voracious mass. .t 'S the work
really amused him...So he rushed to read the “bits”.C€&10rs, issued ém a eal necessity in the author
They would make Bishop Latimer forget himself andproduced for himself. It expsses the knowledge of a

his martyrdom at the stake.These are some of the SUPEME €goism, in which laws wither awgyery

“Bits” Lawrence transcribed, word-for-word, from Pagdeé must explode, either byofound heavy
the Bulletin into Kangaioo seriousness, the whirlwind, poetiefizy the newthe

eternal, the crushing joke, enthusiasm for principles,
“1805: The casual Digger of war—days haspr py the way in which it is printed. On the one hand
carried it into civvies. Sighted one of the originehth 3 tottering world in flight, betithed to the
at the Outer Harbour (Adelaide) wharf last weekgockenspiel of hell, on the other hand: new men.
fishing. His sinker was his 1914a8" Rough, bouncing, riding on hiccups. Behind them a
crippled world and literary quacks with a mania for

“Wilfrido: A recent advetisement for the improvement.”

Wellington (New Zealandhrt Gallery attracted 72
applicants.Among them wertwo solicitors (One an You will see many passageskangaioo that
Oxford M.A.); five sheepfarmers, on whose lands thgreach the same message.

mortgagee had faclosed; and a multitude of clerks.
The post is not exactly a sineeueither; it demands
attendance on seven days a week at 150 pounds per
annum.”

Tzara writes:
“Ideal, ideal, ideal
- Knowledge, knowledge, knowledge,
- Boomboom, boomboom, boomboom”

Lawrence commented: “Then a little cartoon of
lvan, the Russian workman, going for a tram—drive, ~ (Shades of Baldrick’poem about the First
and taking huge bundles of money with him, sackfulé/orld War trench warfare in an episode of e
of roubles, to pay the fare. The ‘Bully’ was sardoni&eries “Blackadder Goes Forth”.)
about Bolshevism...Bits about bullock drivers and the ~ Zara also talks of the “Trajectory of a word
biggest loads on record, about the biggest piece of lafggsed by a screeching phonograph record...”
ploughed by a man in a dagcipes for mange in horses,Lawrence refers t&angamoo as a “gramophone of a
twins, turnips, accidents to reverend clergymen, aripvel.”
so on...Somers liked the concise, laconic style. It ~The Dadaists were anti-waiThey were
seemed to him manly and without trimmings. Put shipconscientious objectors, as was Lawrence.
shape in the office, no doubt. Sometimes the drawings ~ This is particularly manifested in the
were good1 and sometimes they weren't.” “Nightmare” Chapter which is pOWEfo'ly anti the
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FirstWorld War although his fictional doppleganger the world does. They must not let the rush of the
Somers, was not a conscientious objector as mostwbrld’s “outwardness” sweep them away: or if they

the Dadaist were. are swept awaythey must struggle back. Somers
“Somers tiesomely belonged to noogip. He realised that he had had a fright against being swept
would not enter the armpecause his pfoundest away because he half wanted to be swept away: but

instinct was against it.et he had no conscientious that now thank God, he was flowing back. Not like
objection to warlt was the whole spirit of the war  the poorweird “ink—bubbles”, left high and dry on
the vast mob—spirit, which he could never acquiesceghe sands.”

in. The terible, terible war, made so fearful because Now read what Otto Gross said years before
in every country practically every man lost his head,Lawrence wrotekangawo: “Whoever wants to

and lost his own centralithis own manly isolation  change the structures of power (and production) in a
in his own integritywhich alone keeps lifeal. repressive societyhas to start by changing these
Practically evey man being caught awayofn structures in himself and to eradicate the “authority
himself, as in some horrible flood, and swept away that has infiltrated ong’own inner being”.

with the ghastly masses of other men, utterly unable To sum up, ifKangaioo is read in the context
to speak, or feel for himself, or to stand on his ownof Dada and the Dada philosoplaygreat deal of its

feet, deliveed over and swirling in the crent, seeming inconsistencies and apparent untidiness of
suffocated for the time being. Some of them to die construction fit into an oveall scheme.Kangaioo is
for ever” a perfect example of a collage created fiajets

The Dadaists were nihilists and anarchists. trouves
They wanted to start a revolution in politics and
ideas.

Kangamwoois essentially a novel about a
movement that wanted to create a revolution in I—AWRENCE
Australia to wipe out the old world and its ways, to DESCENDING
create a New Jerusalem, and a new man — precisely A STAI RCASE

what the Dadaists were calling foMany of the
political discussions Somers holds with Jack Callcoff
and also the character Kangaroo, are perfect
examples of the theories espoused by Otto Gross gn
the Dadaists about creating a new world.... Tzara
called for “new men”...”behind them a crippled
world”. In “Volcanic Evidence” Somers and Jaz
discuss the possibility of a revolutionAnistralia led
by Kangaroo:

c

“Do you yourself see Kangay pulling it off?”
There was a subtle mockem the question.

“What?”

“Why—you knowThis evolution, and this new
Australia. Do you see him figuring on the Australiar
postage stamps—and running the country like a n€
Jerusalem?”....

“I'm afraid, Jaz,” said Somers, “that, like
Nietzsche, I no longer believe iregt events. The war
was a geat event—and it made ey#ring moe pretty.
| doubt if | cae about the mass of mankind, Jaau Y
make them merthan ever distasteful to me.’

In the same chapter Lawrence also s&age:
again came back to him the ever—recurring warning|
that SOME men must of their own choice and will A collage specially created for this issue of
listen only to the living life that is a rising tide in their Rananimby our Honorary Artist, Paul Delprat,
own being, and listen, listen, listen for the usingobjets-trouves,including crumled pieces

o ; . of paper and string, plus oil paint (we recom-
injunctions, and give heed and know and speak ang mepndpthis be viewgedri)n coloupr on c(>ur website:

obey all they can. Some men must live by this wwweybersydnegom.au/dhl)
unremitting inwardness, no matter what the rest of
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All at Sea with DHL

My relative sailed with Lavence, writes HUGH LINEY

suppose it was more than 10 years ago when

| borrowed from my parents - Fred aflison

Ewart Liney (nee Jones) - a copyDif
Lawrence at Thiroul (1989) by Joseph Davihey
don't yet have it back from me. £

The subject very much interested me because &
of its Thirroul links: family and friends had much to _
do with the town and the region for much of the last ' :
century Y

Good friends and publishing colleagues Robert
and Sandra Darroch had always showed more-than
great interest in DH Lawrence. While working and
socialising with the Darrochs for many years | also
became aware that Rob authoedd Lawrence In
Australia (1981).

Both the Davis and Darroch books were
important in sparking some thoughts about
Lawrence Kangaoo andThirroul - enough to recall Jacob Carlos Jones and a mining engineer friend

fond memories of our friends and family from the ~ (middie ow) left to right: sisters almai Ewat Jones,
a friend, Joyce Cecilia Jones, Olwen Jane Jones (grand

region. Some memories occasionally seemed to fit daughters of JC Jones) (front) Rees Ewart Jones
neatly (in my disorganised mind) with the stories

about DHLin Australia and gave me a good enough Garrick, recently sent a copy of an article frdime
reason to discuss the matter with both Darroch andjjawarra Mercury of March 25, 1921 Titled

Davis. “Valedictory Presentation to Mr JC Jones”, the

The Lawrence cottagé/yewurk is presently  article reads (in part):
owned by Michael Morath, whose family was dear Last Satuday night at the Mechanichistitute,
friends of my family during our childhood in Keiraville, employees and subscribers of the Mt
Wollongong. Keira Colliery met to wish their managevr J.C

My motherAlison’s relatives were (mostly) Jones, bon voyage prior to his depae on a trip to
mine managers and engineers throughout the southeyrope after 19 years as manager at Mt Keira and
coast coalfields. It was her fathaflliam (Billy) 43 years as manager and surveyor of several mines

Ewart Jones and grandfather Jacob Carlos Jones gn the South Coast and befahat in the Hunter

who were the most prominent around #stinmer  Those pesent wished him a good voyage, a happy

Thirroul, Corrimal (and also other) areas. trip back to his native land, and a safgturn, and
There was a great friendship (confirmed to lasthat his days back on the hill (Mt Keira) would be

for decades by my mother) between the Jones andgays of peace. Mr Jones, iesponse, said that when

Kirton families (the Thirroul mine owner Kirtons he eturned he would like to have a few mgears

sometimes have been suggested as a source of  amongst them all.

information for Lawrence). _ Jacob Carlos Jones was then nearing 66 and
Rather imaginativelyl took the character in died in 1928 aged 73. It was suggested it may be

KangaooWillam (Jaz) James’physical description  worth checking the passenger list for JC Janes’

to be close to our relativeieight and eyes). D name on Lawrence’ three-ship voyage from Naples

characte’ls name was close enough (I thought) to be to Sydney via Colombo, Fremantle and Melbourne.

an amalgam ddvilliam Jones and Jacob Carlos (Jaz). | wrote to Joe Davis who asked his researcher
Also there were fast-fading family stories of  friend John Ruffels to look at the shipping lists.

our Jones relatives of that period and others dressing Recently | asked Joe Davis to place the positive

up in military style gear results in context for interested readers of this
Just stories though; thesemany more. journal. He has kindly done so for these pages.
There has never been any evidence of any Robert Darroch and Joseph Davis are the two
established connection between my Jones relativeshistorians and authors who have unearthed so much
and Rob Darroclk’and Joe Davis'tales of DH about LawrenceThirroul andAustralia.
Lawrence inAustralia orThirroul. | am very p|eased that my notes and Joe
That remains the situation today Davis’s contextual piece (see article next page) are to
Church historian frorAustinmer Mrs Judith appear in this Darroch-inspired publication.
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WAS THERE A JONES CONNECTION?

U ntil recently it was thought there was only one possible ~ John Ruffels visited me in Thirroul and, pouring
person whom DH Lawrence is known to have metver the shipping lists one sunny morning, we
before he came taustralia and who had any connectiordiscovered that on board tsterleywith DH Lawrence
with the town of Thirroul where Lawrence would later writeand Frieda, travelling between Naples and Colombo,

the entire first draft of the nov&hngaoo. was one “Mr JCGJones”.
That person was Robert LouiteS8ensons But there were two problems with this
stepson, Lloyd Osbourne. information.

Lawrence had met him on the isle of Capri, where  Firstly, “Mr Jones” had somehow acquired an
Osbourne was a great friend of Compton Mackenzi€xtra initial - a ‘G’ - which was hitherto unknown to
Lawrences informal host during his stay on the islandthe family The other was that Mr Jones was listed as
Mackenzie himself has a slightstralian connection being on the third class deck when even the then quite
in that he wrote a very good book about the Gallipolmpecunious Lawrence and Frieda could afford a berth
campaign, one which is still well worth a reading todayn second-class.

But itis Mackenzie who, in a biography of Robert On re-checking Lawrencgletters written during
Louis Stevenson, notes that Lloyd Osbourne claimeihd after the voyage from Naples to Colombo, however
that it was he, Osbourne, who wraiktheAustralian the enticing remark that “I spend the day talking small-
sections of the novel published in 1892 by Stevensdalk with Australians on board - rather nice people” (7
and his stepson d$he Wecker March 1922) jumped off the page.

That novel contains a description of a furious Could “Jacob Carlos Jones” have been one of
storm, during which the main lllawarra South Coaghese individualsAnd what would it matter if he was?
railway line falls into the sea at “South Clifton” - today Would JC Jones have been the sort of person who
known as Scarborough, NS\and located about four might have anything to contribute to the plot of the novel
kilometres north of Thirroul. This surprising event turng-awrence would soon begin writing in Thirroul NSW?
out not to be fiction and is detailed at some length in ~ Once again JC Jones did not seem a very
the pages of thdlawarra Mercury andSydney Morning promising candidate on whom to conduct research -
Herald during1889. for his name is almost completely unknown to even

That the protagonist of LawrenseKangawoo, scholars intimately familiar with the general history of
Richard Lovatt Somers, is specifically described in thiawarra.
novel as one “RLS” suggests that Lawrence may have  Buta quick Google search indicated that in “1901,
had either Stevenson or his stepson in mind wh&tthe Mt Keira CollieryJohn McGeachie was replaced
penning his own South Seas Romance. by Jacob Carlos Jones (ex manager of South Bulli &

But a recent check of the shipping records gtustinmer Collieries).”
the three separate vessels which brought Lawrence So, it turned out, JC Jones was no new recruit
eastwards tAustralia from Naples has revealed a morto the lllawarra in 1922,
compelling source of information about Thirroul. Indeed, he had lived locally for a very long time.

Stored away in the family legends of a prominerttte had even helped as part of the rescue team in the
south coast family for some 80 years were stories abglisastrous Bulli Mine Explosion of 1887 in which 81
some rather distinguished local gentleman dressing liges were lost. He then worked locally as mining
in funny military style gear and disappearing with familyngineerhaving previously qualified in the old Country
members for meetings. More to the point, their antpefore coming tdustralia.
labour politics was well-known. He was involved as a mine manager during the

On hearing this stoyya descendant of the family severe industrial turbulence of the early 1890s,
Hugh Liney thought to ask whether it was possible tavithessed the local disturbances which resulted from
re-check the shipping records with a view tdhe jailing of minefs leader Peter Bowling in 1910,
discovering whether or not an individual named Jacdnd also bore witness to the massive unrest of the
Carlos Jones was on any of three ships which brougheneral Strike of 1917 - a dispute in which the lllawarra
Lawrence eastwards fwstralia. miners were the last unionists in the country to be

Hunting among the shipping lists for a “Mr J. Jonesstarved into submission.

did not seem like a particularly fruitful avenue of research ~ JC Jones had also received a gold medal for his
- but the task, nonetheless, was duly undertaken.  efforts in the rescue associated with the 1902 Mount

Even if by some stroke of luck a “Mr J. Jones’Kembla Mine Disastean event which is still the worst
was on board with Lawrence, it would be difficultland disaster iAustralian history
proving that he was the one and the same “Jacob Carlos After his 1901 move to the Mt Keira mine, JC
Jones” about whom research was being undertakedones became fettively, the Chief Executive @iter

But, curiouslythe shipping records did produce )

a surprising detail.y PPne P cont'd over page
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WAS THERE A JONES CONNECTION? year between 1921 and 1922 might go a laag to
from previous page explaining why some of the verifiable political details

Lawrence includes in his novel, written in Thirroul in

for EbenezeVickery, the coal and shipping magnateJune and July 1922, are roughly a year out of date.

who was then biggest player in south coast mines. Moreover if there was any one of the “very nice
During all this time, one of Jacob Carlos Jonedustralians” on board th@sterleywho was in gosition

closest friends was the Kirton family of Thirroul -to tell Lawrence that tourist accommodation would be

owners (after 1905) of the small Excelsior Colliery irfheap to rent in Thirroul during the winter months of
that town. 1922, then Jacob Carlos Jones would have been in a
The Kirtons were, like Jacob Carlos Jones himseff€tter position than most to tell Lawrence this.
prominentAnglicans.They jointly provided the land Both Lawrence and Frieda insisted that they never
for the little church built austinmer in 1904, so they Met anyone of consequence while living on the south
had business as well as social dealings. coast of NSWthey presented no letter of introduction.
Both JS Kirton and JC Jones were long-serving ~ Perhaps they did not need to - for they may have
conservative local politicians and Kirton was Presiderready met someone with a story to tell on the first leg

of Bulli Shire Council on many occasions. of their voyage té\ustralia.
Kirton and Jones were both very active social ~Jacob Carlos Jones could have told Lawrence all

lawn bowlers.They were members of th&oonona he needed to know about the secret underworld of

Bowling Club - which JS Kirton had formed and ofAustralian labour relations in the first quarter of the

which the leading conservative, Sir GgeWhaley 20th century even before th©sterleyberthed at

was Patron - along with serving as Chairman of tHeolombo.

Southern Colliery Proprietor&ssociation (1920-31). After all, Jones had lived the daily reality of the
The mine ownerin all the south coast mining Australian clash between Labour and Capital for

villages (particularly if - like Kirton - he lived locally), @pproximately 35 years.

was the pinnacle of society AndAustralia, of course, in the early years of the
The mine manager was next on the local socigPth century was a great social laboratory in which
rung. some workers were developing the attitude that “Jack

Both owner and manager were the naturdyas asa good as his Master” - and this is precisely the
colleagues and friends of people like the conservati@dtitude that Richard Lovatt Somers (*R.L.S.”)
Parramatta parliamentarian and mine ow@harles €ncounters when he meets the taxi drivers and the
Joseph Byrnes (1835-1917), who also found time t§ansom cab” man in the scene in front of the
be Chairman of the South Coast Coal Ovsgency Conservatorium of Music which opens the novel
and the Southern Collieries Propriet@kssociation.  Kangamoo.

In short, JC Jones, as a practising senior mine Jacob Carlos Jones was thus a man with a peculiar
manger was at the cutting edge of labour relations @plitical story to tell - a very local and very nuanced
llawarra. InKangamoo, Lawrence wrote: political story to be true, but one based on personal

So again came back to him the eveturing  €xperience of both sides of the conflict between

warning that SOME men must of their own choice anfustralian workers and their masters.
will listen only to the living life that is a rising tide in And, as it turns out, the fine details of Joses’
their own being, and listen, listen, listen for thedaily life in lllawarra between 1887 and his death in
injunctions, and give heed and know and speak ad@28 are a key to understanding the secret underworld
obey all they can. Some men must live by thed Australian conservative politics between the great
unremitting inwadness, no matter what thest of the strikes of the 1890s and the brasher and more hot-
world does. They must not let thesh of the world headed conservatives who participated in the public
“outwardness” sweep them away: or if they @wept activities of the New Guard in the 1930s.
away they must strggle back. Somersalised that he On a wider canvas, JC Jonsdong-term
had had a fright against being swept awlgcause he experience with the specific idiosyncrasies of industrial
half wanted to be swept away: but that namank relations in lllawarra gives us an insight into precisely
God, he was flowing back. Not like the poweird why, after 1917, the conservative right in Illawarra
“ink=bubbles”, left high and dry on the sands. might have felt a need to seek covert paramilitary
Jones was politically and socially active in Thirrousolutions to their problems - if ever there came a time
and the wider lllawarra for some 35 years before Hihen they felt parliamentary democracy was failing to
took his valedictory grand tour of Europe prior to higdequately serve their interests.
return and eventual well-earned retirement, just a few But that, of course, is another story - and one

years after his return #ustralia in 1922. which we hope to tell at much greater length in a
Importantly if he was one of the “very nice forthcoming publication. .
Australians” who chatted to Lawrence on board the - Joseph Davis

Osterley JC Jones absence frorustralia for overa  (Dr Davis is the author @H Lawrence at Thirrodl

14 Rananim



...But Who Was Jaz?

asks ROBERT DARROCH

T he previous articles, by Hugh Liney and Joe We have a pretty good idea on whom the
Davis, are interesting. character Jack Callcott is based (probably a
| would like to try now to make them even combination of Jack Scott and Robert Morton
more significant. Friend). We know who Cooley is based on — Sir

The fact that a mine manager connected with Charles Rosenthal (see p 24). But the third
Thirroul was on the same boat as Lawrence — the Australian male charactefaz, is still something of

Osterley between Naples and Colombo — is, an enigma.
unguestionablyan important revelation, and | Physically (“stuggy”, etc) he seems to have
congratulate Hugh, Joe and John Ruffels for this been based on Gerald Hum. But it is clear there is
insight. more to him than Hum.

Although Lawrence and the mine manager (ex- Of particular note is his profession. He begins

manager?) were in different boat classes - Lawrenday being portrayed as a coal-and-timber merchant
in second, Jacob Carlos Jones apparently in third* “on the north side” (his place of business is given as

it is at least possible that their paths may have Mosman Bayacross from the ferry wharf).

crossed in transit, and, as Davis rightly remarks, But that “disguise” does not last long. He is

Lawrence is on record (in his letters) as saying thatsoon travelling down to “Mullumbimby” (Thirroul)

he conversed on th@sterleywith “simple” regularly and seems to have a strong connection

Australians. with the local mine there. He encounters Somers on
So it is not beyond the bounds of possibility the coal-loading wharf, which certainly existed in

that Lawrence and Jones might have met and 1922, a few hundred yards down the beach from

discussed\ustralia, the South Coast, and even secr&ooee (Wewurk).

armies. Indeed, in this second manifestation he is no
But, to be frank, | doubt it. longer a timber merchant, but he is described instead
Lawrence seems to have coméitestralia as a “mining engineer”.

following an invitation from “Pussy” Jenkins, whom On whom is this second (non-Hum)

he and Frieda almost certainly sat with at table on theanifestation based? This could turn out to be a
Osterley(for we have letters extant to this effect). vital and revealing question (for one must keep in
The decision to come on to Sydney (from mind that one of Lawrencg’main “disguise” or
Perth), again, is almost certainly due to another  transformation techniques was to combine in a
Australian on that boat, and who may also have beéffictional” character two or more “real-life” originals -

at Lawrences Osterleytable — the hatteGerald see my article oithe \rgin and the Gipspn p 24).

Hum (whose address is tbaly Sydney address in There is a very strong likelihood that Jaz is in

Lawrence$ address book). fact based on a man called George Sutherland.
The decision to go to Thirroul — taken, | This is a name that would have eluded

believe, on the first Sunday in Sydneshen Lawrence scholars, even those closely interested in

Lawrence almost certainly travelled up to Collaroy Kangawoo and Lawrence' time inAustralia in 1922.

and met somAustralians involved with secret I myself was unaware of it until 1995, the"iygear

armies and the South Coast - was probably due to of my (seeming never-ending) research into
encountering there members of the Friend family Lawrence andangaioo.
whose (Thirroul) connection with Lawrence was | had been corresponding for some months
first highlighted by Joe Davis. with the archivist ofThe King's School in Sydney
However amongst all this probabilityemain PeterYeend, whose interest in the matter had led him
some profound uncertainties, and the occasion of to contact my historian colleague, Bndrew Moore
this present “Jones” article might help illuminate (whoseThe Seat Army and the Remier— the main
them - particularly regarding the references in work on the “Old Guard” and its predecessors —
Kangaioo to mining in and aroundhirroul. Yeend had picked up at a recent book sale).
So let us now look at those references, and see  Yeend revealed - first #indrew then to me -
if the Liney-Davis “Jones” connection might help  that he was aware of the real story belfahgaioo,
explain them (arbetter still, help unravel one of the and that in fact he had access to a document that

remaining mysteries abokangaioo). related that story But, due to a duty of

The key figure in all this is “Jaz” William confidentiality he was unable to tell me what the
James Trewhella (as both Liney and Davis
recognise). cont'd over page

Rananim 15



...ButWho WasJaz?

cont'd over page

truth was. Howevernver the subsequent months
he did drop a few hints that he hoped might help me,
without compromising his position (the document in
guestion — a copy of a page of which he sent me —
had been lodged in the sch@o#irchives, which

stored an extensive collection of memoirs of TKS old
boys).

In a letter in March 1995 he dropped such a
hint. | had known for some time that one of the
Friend family -Walter Friend, a Kings old boy — was
involved. Yeend had previously confirmed this, but
had said | should also take into account his youngeiSteele, the editor of the CURIition ofKangaioo.
brother Robert Morton Friend (the Friends owned Speculating on where Lawrence might have got the
extensive property in Thirroul, as Joe Davis had  character-name “Trewhella”, Steele had remarked
discovered). that the issue of the Sydn®aily Telegraphof May

After much toing-and-froing, he tried his best 23, 1922, (five days prior to Lawrenseirrival in
in this March 1995 letter to be helpful (“let me put Sydney) had an item about the death of Joshua
forward a supposed scenario...”). ThomasTrewheelar “manager of Cameron

He told me that a leading firm of Sydney Sutherland Pty Ltd of Neutral Bay”.
solicitors — Minter Simpson — had been “an This particularly caught my eye, because in
organisational base” for the secret arntye one of his lettersyeend had mentioned Cameron
mentionedWalter's brothesin-law, a signals expert, Sutherland Pty Ltd, saying that he believed George
who had been at Kings with Rosentkalvo sons, Sutherland might have worked for what was
and he then added, significantly: “Then there was probably the family firm.

Walter's good friend Gege Sutherland — an George, it turned out, was an engineer by

engineeralsoTKS - all a network really!” profession.And Cameron Sutherland was a firm of
ClearlyYeend knew something about Sutherlandhining engineers, specialising in things like winding

that was important to the storfpr he would not gear for mines.

have mentioned his name otherwise. But what was So Steele may be right — Lawrence might

the connection? He could divulge it. indeed have got the name Trewhella from someone

Yet it was clear that the name Sutherland waswho had known Joshua Trewheelar...someone from
significant, for in his second-last letter to me (in the firm Cameron Sutherland...someone \ikalter
1997 the kibosh was put on our correspondence byFriends schoolmate, Gege Sutherland.
the headmaster of Kings) he encouraged my In fact, Lawrence might have attached the
Sutherland research, saying: €% you are hot on nameWilliam Jameslrewhella to Geare Sutherland,
the trail with Sutherland, and it leads straight to whom he may have met, along with the Friends, that
Friend [sic]. Walter Friend and Gege Sutherland  first Sunday at Collargyand whose acquaintance
were life-long close friends.” He added: “George may have been renewed when George went down to
Sutherland...often spoke of his friendship with the Thirroul — as Jaz does — in connection with the local

George Sutherland

Rosenthal family

As if to emphasise the relevance, he enclosed

copies from the TKS archives of George
Sutherlands own memoir of his life, plus a photo of
him. The only similar information he had sent me
concernedNalter and Robert Friend, so Sutherland

must have been very important to the story of how

Kangamoo came to be written.
However try as | might, | could not myself

Excelsior mine.

That may have been the connecfitmend had
been pointing to.

Speculation, yesAnd Liney and Davis could
yet be right in their speculation about Jacob Jones
and theOsterley

If only we could see that document in the TKS
archives - almost certainly a memoir by Robert
Morton Friend, who had arranged for the Lawrences

find any connection between the novel and George to rentWyewurk (asYeend revealed in one of his
Sutherland. (I had formed the belief that anything ofetters).

interest that had occurred to Lawrence in Sydney
andThirroul — indeed, anything to do wifustralia -
was recorded or reflected somewher&angaioo —
see, in this respect, Sandra Jobsauaticle on
“Lawrence and Dada”, p 7.)

The next clue came by courtesy of Bruce
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One dayperhaps...

* why third? - that class on ships was usually reserved for the
lowest of the lonsomething a mine manager (Joe says a mine
manager was the second-most-important person in a |Oé)a|
community) would seem to be unfitted for



A Lawrentian Event

Photo: John Lacey

ucked in between days of torrential rains, come our other honorary artist, Garry Shead.
T roaring seas and lowering clouds, the DH Peter Coleman also invited some friends with DHL
Lawrence Society managed to arrange a connections: film director Bruce Beresford and his
pure, fine, balmy day on Saturddwly 23, for its wife, the author and scriptwrit®firginia Duigan,
luncheonAGM, and talk by Peter Coleman at the diplomat Owen Harries and his wife Cynthia, and
recently-establishedt&lio of the Juliar\shtonArt  columnists Frank Devine and his wife Josephine.

School at Georges Heights (Middle Head), Paul’s associate, Jimmy Jackson, helped set
Mosman. the banquet scene, supplying colourful plastic

Our honorary artist and membe@aul Delprat, “tablecloths” depicting childres’hopscotch grids.
principal of the JulialshtonArt School (and also The food was cooked and supplied by DHL
known at least to Mosman locals as Prince Paul dbocietyVice-president Rob Darroch (with a little
Wy) welcomed the Society and friends to his help from relations and friends) who brought two
Georges Heights Studio. poached salmon, boiled potatoes, salad and accou-

The JuliarAshtonArt School, founded by trements, plus fruit tarts and cream — enough to

Pauls illustrious great-grandfathelulianAshton, is  feed a hungry horde of 30 or more.

mainly based in North George Street in the Sydney = Host Paul Delprat welcomed the guests, who

Rocks. But Paul has managed to acquire premiségd inspected an exhibition of work by Julian

courtestyThe Sydney Harbour Federatidrust, Ashton students, before sitting down to lunch.

on the old military land at Middle Head where the President John Lacey delivered his annual speech

former huts have been restored and renovated to(se€ page 33) and a bri&&M was held (see

accommodate a variety of creative groups, includ-reports pages 23, 33).

ing the provision of a studio armsh plein air After the first course was devoured, Peter

landscape facility for the JuligkshtonArt School. ~ Coleman, distinguished writgournalist, editgrand
Arriving at the site, visitors are impressed by former leader of the Liberal Opposition in NSW

the panoramic view looking out towards both Souttélelivered a talk about looking back “in anguish™ at

and North Heads and the entrance to Sydney ~ Lawrence. (His talk is reproduced on p 20.)

Harbour — the same vista Lawrence and Frieda The event was relaxed and the venue particu-
would have seen in reverse as they entered the larly airy andAustralian — as the pair of birds who
Heads on the RM®lalwa in 1922. flew in and out of thé&nnexe kitchen appreciated,

About 30 people, mainly members, attended pecking here and there at whatever left-over titbits
the event.We were particularly pleased to wel-  they could find.  %ee p 19 for more pictures.)
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Out and about

Scenes from our 13th
commemorative
picnic in the Royal
Botanic Gardens (see
story p 3)

The Botanic Gardens fountain was
an oasis of cool on such a hot da

DH Lawrence
Society members
enjoying the
picnic lunch

View of the Sydney
skyline from the Maiden
Pavilion

Photos: John Lacey
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with Lawrence

Scenes from the luncheon
and talk at the Julian
Ashton Sudio

Paul Delprat welcomes the guests

Peter Coleman (above) ad-
dresses the Society (right: Bruce
Beresford)

The commemorative
luncheon menu

Sandra Jobson
listening to Petes
talk with interest

Andrew Moore and Beverely Firth

Doug Knowland (left
and John Ruffels=

Photos: John Lacey

Paul Delprat with some of his paintings
of Wewurk and Thioul
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LAWRENCE
ORAJ

- A GENIUS,
OKE?

This is the text of the talk deliesl by PETER COLEMAN to the DH Lance Society on
Sunday July 23, 2006, at the JulidshtonArt School Sidio, Geoges Heights, Mosman. The
talk was subsequently publishedinadrantand now irRananim

|

Peter Coleman delivers his talk to the Socid&im-
maker Bruce Beresford (“Breaker Morant”) on his left.

Photo: Paul Delprat

chanted garden - right to the end. But the
enduring Lawrence, the poet and genius,
crossed the shadow-line.

It was hard to escape D.H.Lawrence in
my youth in the late 1940s. Everybody in
Sydney had a view about him. Over here was
James McAuley with the Lawrence poem he
had set to music ("Green”). Over there was
P.R. Sephensen, publisher of Lawrense’
dreadful paintings, still telling his often tall
stories about the great emancipatbtere was
Professor JohAnderson refining his variation
of Lawrences$ creed of sexual freedom, the
Andersonian doctrine of “comic copulation”
(without the illusions of either sentimentality or
phallocentricity). And here was the poet and
dramatist Ray Mathewa true Lawrencian who
sensed a sympathetic homosexual spirit in
Lawrence Above all Lawrence had written a
famous novel about Sydnéts politics and its
dark gods. Kangamoo seemed to lead some of
its readers past the vacuity Afistralian life to

y theme is from Joseph Conrad and hisa land of poetry and mystic promise.

tale, The Shadow Line Only the young,

he wrote, have such moments. One
closes behind one the little gate of mere boyish-
ness — and enters the enchanted garden. One
goes onAnd time, too, goes on — till one per
ceives ahead a shadow-line warning one that
the region of early youth, too, must be left
behind.

On this side of the shadow-line is shimmer-
ing sunshine, endless possibilities, experiment,
enjoyment and heartbreak. The enchanted
garden of youth. On the other side of the
shadow-line is maturitySummer leads on to
winter. Sunshine ends in rain. Everything is cut
and dried. No man is an island entire of itseif.
fool and his money are soon partédfe call it
the real world and we learn to live in it. Some
call it the getting of wisdom. Perhaps it is.

Critics

There were also the criticsAD Hope
ridiculing Lawrence as overrated, muddled,
naive and boring, or Kenneth Slessor mocking
his ambiguous profundity But these sceptics
were a minority

Lawrence certainly influenced me. | do
not recall all the details. But there are a few
scars of old sores to quicken the memory
About 50 years ago | wrote an essay on Law-
rences thought in aCurrent Affairs Bulletin
A little later | wrote a book calle@ihe Case of
Lady Chatterleys Lover Not everything
etched out on these relics is wrong. But more
of that later

Lawrence$ popular notoriety - as distinct

D.H.Lawrence is sometimes a good travel-from his literary prestige - was based on one

ling companion ... but only for part of the way
My proposition is that the polemical Lawrence,
the prophet, sometimes now dismissed as a
“national joke”, lingered too long in the en-
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famous or infamous novelady Chatterleys
Lover, and the two causes it championed. One
was the battle against censorship. The novel
was Lawrences final, certainly his most shat-



tering, salvo. The other was the Sexual Revolu-heroes of a recent BBC Four film of the trial).
tion. The novel was his last manifesto. Even the skeptics, like the Lawrencian FR

Let us dispose of this issue of censorship Leavis, who thought the novel overrated, held
first. In the 15 prodigious years before his deathheir tongues, because everyone was sick and
in 1930, Lawrence became a hero and martyr tired of censors dictating what we may or may
the censorship wars. The principal landmarks not read.

were The Rainbow(banned 1915)Women in But soon after the trial there was an unex-
Love(prosecuted 1916Ransies(bowdlerized pected turn of events. John SparraMarden of
1929), Paintings (destroyed 1930) dratly All Souls, Oxford, published a remarkable essay
Chatterleys Lover(expugated, 1932)The in the London magazinEncounter He pointed

Home Office in London had a huge file on him. to obscure passages that, once explained, be-
Lawrence also wrote important polemics, come clearThe novel not only validates, but
such asObscenity and Pornographylistin- celebrates, sodomyhe gamekeeper sodomises

guishing obscenity (which may be necessary) Lady Chatterley
from pornography (which is “the deepest and In her biography of Lawrence, Brenda
most dangerous cancer of our civilisation”). HeMaddox argues that if the Crown had really
had every right to say to Rhys Davies shortly understood these passages, and had drawn the
before his death: “All you young writers have jury’s attention to their meaning, Penguin Books
me to thank for what freedom you enjdywas  would have been found guilty of publishing an
| who set about smashing down the barriers.” *obscene article in breach of the Obscene Publi-
The explicitness of its sex scenes and cationsAct. The prosecution would have suc-
four-letter words ensured thaady ceeded. She may be right.
Chatterleys Loverwas banned throughout most It is not simply that sodomy was a felony
of the world for about 30 years. But at last, in punishable by imprisonment. Felonious or not, it
1960, Penguin Books won its test case, before s hard to imagine that in 1960 a British jury
London jury and the right to publish the novel  would have condoned it. (This was some years
unexpurgated. before “LastTango in Paris.”) But in the trial,
In Australia the book remained banned. Noeven the Crown, cautious at least in this,
only the novel, but the principal book about the seemed to think that the book was a plea, how-
case. The English journalist CH Rolph wrote a ever reprehensible, for free, natural and normal

respectable account call@de Tial of Lady love. Like many readers, | had thought that the
Chatterleys Lover In an extraordinary act of novel was often comical in word and action.
authoritarian paternalism, thaistralian Cus- But | too had certainly missed whéfarden
toms department banned it too. Sparrow picked up.

This is where | have my little footnote in As it turned out, the triumph of Penguins
the drama.The Sydney publisheHorwitz Books opened, to coin a phrase, the floodgates,

Publications, asked me to help them frustrate thend in due course censorship of books totally
Customs department by writing a book on the disappeared, even of the pornography that
case, drawing on the detailed reports of the triaLawrence had bitterly condemned. His fine

in the London newspapers, especidilye Tmes  distinction between obscenity and pornography
and The Guadian, which were of course freely may have appealed to the fastidious, but was,
available inAustralia. | would also add my own understandably perhaps, beyond the administra-
commentary tive powers of government authorities.

Since the book was published in New Most of us, perhaps all, rejoiced at the time
SouthWales, it was beyond the authority of at the success of the hundred years war against
Federal Government and its agencM& knew censorship. Lawrence had won his great cru-
that the State Government had no interest in  sade, in the end. No doubt the author@ip-
taking us on. The book was callétie Case of scenity and Pornographwould have been
Lady Chatterleys Lover(price six shillings). It aghast at the tidal wave of pornography that
is a slight book of no importance except as a swept through the publishing and the entertain-

document of liberal opinion of its time. ment industry But for better or worse, the issue
Like everyone, | was impressed by the was settled.
accumulation of evidence which writers, aca- This brings us to the second great theme of

demics, clergy and psychologists gave of the Lawrences polemics - the Sexual Revolution.
book’s merit. They ranged from EM.Forster and From the beginning of his caredre was pre-
RebeccaNest to Richard Hoggart (one of the cont'd over page
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LAWRENCE - GENIUS OR JOKE? there will be at least a chance of social salva-
' tion. He did not mean casual promiscuysort

from previous page of permanent P&O cruise. He meant a return
to the dark gods - the gods who prevailed before
the repressive Christian and Jewish gods had
unmanned us.
For many this was intoxicating stiif But
Lawrence was in an almost impossible dilemma.
Poet Kenneth  ya pejieved, as almost all English poets had

ﬁils?_?vzr'esnii believed over the centuries, 'Fhat man and wife
verse at end are one flesh, that marriage is sacramental, and
of article on adultery a betrayalAs he once put it : “Yur
following most vital necessity in life is that you shall love
page your wife completely and implicitly and in entire

nakedness of body and spirit. This is my mes-
sage as far as I've got anyBut in March 1912
he met the Baroness Frieda von Richthofen,
then Mrs ErnestWeekley and she changed his
life. The Baroness was not only the most
sexually uninhibited woman he had met, she also
introduced him to a new world of Germanic
sexology sexual politics, Freudianism and
Nietzscheanism - and all sorts\@agnerian
dwarves from Otto Gross Wilhelm Reich.

Her basic message - her theory and practice -

occupied with the crisis of civilisation. He was was the liberating magic of free love.
Bertrand Russell used to say that Law-

one of the many before the Fiksforld War who ) .

denounced the dehumanising effect of industri[ences gloquence was his alone, .bUt the |pleas

alization and modernityrhe English guild social- were Frledas._That IS an exaggeratlon,_ but it

ists, the French syndicalists, and the Catholic OvaouI.d b_e foolish to undergstlmate her influence

Chesterbelloc distributivists, and the emptiness on his life and thought. H.'S work may be seen as

and ugliness of modern industrialised life. an atte'mp_t to reconcile his puritanism and her
This current of thought became a torrent libertarianism.

during and after th&var - which was widely It was a hopeless quest. He could not

seen as the mechanised suicide ofWhest and. Sduare the circle. Nor could his critics. That was
later, as a rehearsal for the Holocaust and certainly my experience 50 years ago when |
Hiroshima attempted an analysis of Lawrensédeas in an

The popular justification of industrial capi- essay that tumed into thBument Affairs

talism was that it increased our material stand- BUl1€tin artlcl_e. When | tried to sum up fo his
ard of living. There is no doubt itdid. But  Sexual theories, I threw up my hands: “The

Lawrence$ conviction was that the price of readey” | wrote, ml,J,St make what he can of

“the plausible ethics of productivity” was too these expressions.

. . | put the essay aside in the mid-1950s. It
high. Better the old frugal and unspoilt England,, .
he said, than material prosperitgass produc- obviously needed more work. Then about 1959

tion, Passchendaele, and “the rampant, raging Owen Harries_read it and suggested that | tidy it
meanness of the democratic mob” of Lloyd up, without trying to solve all the problems, and
Geoge, Mussolini or Hitler offer it to theCurrent Affairs Bulletinfor its

But these big ideas - plain or fancy - do notSeries orrhe Modern Mind.A generous editor

explain Lawrences peculiar appealThat came tEe If‘te JWilson, tc;}ld m(;_' tha:].I did not presehntd
with his teaching that we could and should do the Lawrence at whose feet his generation ha

something about the collapse of civilisation - in sat in the 1920s. But he agreed to publish the

our own decisions about our own liv&se essayin June 1959 (price 6d).

should secede from the dehumanising, industrial- My friend Ray Mathew rev_iewed itin the
ising, repressive new industrial ordéfe should old fortnightly Obsewer. | had tried too hard, he

liberate ourselves by enrolling, above all, in the ia'd’ to read Lawrenc;e I?S a sysiematl'c thlr&ker
sexual revolution. Liberate yourself first, and awrence was essentially unsystematic an
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inconsistent; his ideas changed from day tg day evely year gows dim, gows cold, gows
and each new book was a discovery (“a sessionsmall, and expigs - and exp&s too soon,
on the analys$ couch”, as he put it). Mathew too soon - befar life itself.

was right - up to a point. Lawrence often changed |too remember my youth. Do we not all

his mind, but the basic preoccupations, his recall those days, those dear vanishe d days
Problematik, did not change, and this is what| when were so unhappy - and we pored over
had tried to explore. Lawrences stories and poems looking for

| found it impossible to go along Lawrence guidance?
and his dark gods. Even so sympathetic a scholar It was indeed an enchanted garden. But
as JohrWorthen, in his recent biographsanitises sooner or later we had to cross the shadow-
Lawrences underlying creed as simply the line.
validation of the body as against the soul. There

is more to it than this. * Shortly after Lawrence left Australia in 1922, his

' Worthen merely notes in passing Kate new novelAaron’s Rodwas thedernier cri among the
Millett’ s attack on Lawrencg’'misogyny but avant-gade. Kenneth Slessa1, poet and journalist,
offers no refutation. He does not mentMfarden wrote this verse review for his newspafée Sunof 25

i October 1922 :
Spar_row_s reading ofL.ady Chal'i]t.erle)sf LO.Ver To those who hold decomposed souls in abhorrence
He dismisses Bertrand Russsliew o F'rl'edas This wink is as good as a nod.
influence on Lawrence as that of a malicious old Look out for frightfully deep Mr Lawrence,
man. And likewise avoid Aaron’s Rod.
But we do not have to agree with those many c

English critics who now treat Lawrence as “a
national joke”, although it is easy to see why they

do. Ken Russel$ films have much to answer for MlNUTES OF ZOOGAGM

His images of Lady Chatterley and the game- AT THE JULIAN ASHTON ART SCHOOL
keeper gamboling naked in the English woods, off  ANNEXE

Alan Bates and Oliver Reed wrestling naked in GEORGES HEIGHTS, MOSMAN
the firelight, and of Glenda Jackson seducing th¢ ~ON SUNDAY 23 JULY 2006

bulls and the steers Momen in Love contrib- 12 NOON

uted sigrjificantliy to thg natiqnal jokénd what PRESENT (DHL members): John Lacepaul

of the wild Mexican Indians ritually murdering Delprat, Rob Darroch, Margaret Jones, Sandra
TheWoman inThe Wman who Rodéway? Jobson, Doug Knowland, Kerie Hooke, Roger

Hooke, John Ruéls, MarylynValentine, Peter

Is this what sexual freedom comes down to[?
. . Coleman,Verna Coleman, Garry Shead, Sue
Wh_at happens to our children as we are bemg Delprat, Beverley FirthAndrew Moore Anne Dix.
initiated into theAztec sexual cult of
Quetzalcoatl? (Significantly Lawrensetharac- IN ATTENDANCE: Owen Harries, Dorothy

; Harries, Bruce Beresfor,rginia Duigan, Lee
ters never have children.) When we have read Shrubb. Peter Shrubb, Frank Devine. J. Devine,

Aaron's Rod are we expected to follofaron MadelaineArmstrong, Ursula DubosarskRafe
with his flute, leave wife and family on Christmag  champion, Kilmeny NilangAnna Delprat, David
Eve, and submit to some masterful masculine Delprat, Zoe Delprat, Jim Jackson, Gerald
hero? Valentine, Artist Robert Dujin.

YetWorthen may '_Oe,on the_ right track after BUSINESS: Paul Delprat, Principal of the Julian
all. Now that censorship is abolished, the sexual |  AshtonArt School, welcomed everyone. Robert
revolution triumphant, antdady Chatterley Darroch, the SocietgVice-President, expressed

Lover a school text, we can at last enjoy Law- his thanks to Paul for providing the venue and
exhibition of artworks.The Societys President,

rent_:es fiction \_Nlthout the distraction of his John Laceyreported on the events of the past
ancient polemicsWe can go beyond the to the year (see page 35).
genius.
| feel ungrateful to be so skeptical about The Societys Treasurer Doug Knolwnad,
Lawrences polemics. | began with Conrad. Let | Presented the financial report (see page 35).
me end with him: ] The current committee members were re-elected
| remember my youth and the feeling that unopposed. Since the sudden death of our
will never come back any mor the feeling SecretaryMargaret Jones, (see article page 4),
that | could last foever outlast the sea, the Sandra Jobson has agreed té\bting Secretary
earth, and all men; the heat of life in a hand- MEETING CONCLUDED: 12. 30 pm.

ful of dust, that glow in the heart that with
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ROO BY ANY OTHER NAME

ROBER DARROCH eviews the new CUE&dition ofThe Virgin and the Gypsy

he latest Cambridge University Press volumg
of Lawrences “CollectedWorks” has
recently (last year in fact) been published | D H ’ LinMRENCE
and although there is nothing in it - ostensibly - g
direct relevance téwustralia and Lawrencse’time
here, it does contain something of considerable inter@
to us.

The Vrgin and the Gipsy and Othetoges -
which costs a hefty $225, so | don’t expect you to r
out immediately and buy a copy - contains two laf
novellas and the parts or whole of seven short storig
all from the last four years of Lawrensdiagically
short life (he died in 1930, aged 45).

The \rgin and the Gipsyand The Escaped
Cock are the novellas, while the short stories a
Things Rawdors Roof Mother and DaughterThe
Blue Moccasing The Man Who ¥é Though with
the Wrld, The Undying ManandThe Vdman Who || - i L
Wanted to Disappear [ H I:_' Y JI\{_rIH JI"IL.~J D Ti-l ['. La | |""|1"|

What especially interests us is the first novella ANTY I1ITD CTARIEC
The \tgin and the GipsyV&G), written in early AND OTHER STORIES
1926, but not published in Lawrensdfetime.

It was written just after Lawrencefinal visit to EDITED BY
“the country of my heart” — his native Eastwood an/e e S ey I8 T 1 M e LBl
its surrounding areas in Nottinghamshire an LINDETH VASEY
Derbyshire, which trip also was the spark for his laf
major novel,Lady Chatterleys Lover(LCL).

In many ways the two works — V&G and LCLscholars. Howeverthere is a great deal of
— are similarand both were certainly inspired by thiscontroversy or lack of agreement over precisely who
late-1925 trip to England. Both reflect what wasvas whom, and what was based on what, or where.
perhaps Lawrencg’abiding fantasy...the attraction (In this respect, it is worth quoting from the
of a working-class (and in the gipsycase, perhaps memoir —The Betrayal of Lawrences Eastwood
an even lower class: almost an “untouchable”) mashildhood friend, George Neville. In it he wrote: “I
to a woman of title (in the case of LCL) or of culturdhnave never been able to understand...why
(V&G) — certainly someone from a higher class. Lawrence...should so constantly refuse to put his

What interests us, asustralians, is the clue imagination into action when seeking names for his
V&G gives to one of the great mysteries in Lawrenceharacters. Practically all the names of his more
studies, and of his periodAwstralia — the underlying important characters are the actual names of people
identity of the main character in Hsistralian novel he knew in his youth, or are so flimsily disguised as
Kangaioo, Benjamin Cooley to represent no real attempt at disguise...His works

But it also has a more general significance, iare full of such transpositions.”)
that it provides a useful insight into Lawrersdéerary In fact, there seems to have indeed been a
technique. significant pattern or method in what | called,

As | pointed out in a series of three articles ifollowing Neville, Lawrences “transformation
Rananimin 1997, Lawrence seldom invented thinggechniques”. | gave a number of examples of his
Almost everything in his fiction is based, to som@ame transpositions, of his reversal technique, his
extent, on reality - on places he knew or visited, dipuns”, and his “association” habitYet the most
events he had experienced, and on people he hhdt can be confidently said of these techniques is
known or had encountered. that the ghost of the original is sometimes (I would

This is fairly common ground among Lawrenceargue often) to be found in the result or product of
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its transformation, or “switch”. speculate on whom the husband might be modelled,

(SeeRananim5-1, “Mining Lawrences other attempts have been made to identify him. One
Nomenclature”, andRananim5-2, “Whats in a possibility is pretty obvious from his name — Major
Name?” for examples.) Eastwood. Several critics have speculated that this

In the final article Rananim5-3, “A Ruse by character is a memory of the “laird of Eastwood”,
any Other Name”) | speculated that Lawrence migAthomas Barberowner of the colliery where
have, in his post-Australia fiction, “recycled” peoplel-awrence$ father worked.
etc, that he had encounteredAinstralia, and that, Barber whom Lawrence portrayed in several
moreoverif he had done this, then that might give uworks (for example, partly as Lesliempest inThe
a clue to whom he actually metAustralia, and on White Peacoclditto Gerald Crich iomen in Love
whom therefore he might have based some of tia@d possibly as Clifford Chatterley in LCL), was
fictional characters irKangamwo, particularly something of an obsession with Lawrence. Barber
Benjamin Cooley (a matter of some controvensy certainly served as an officer in WW1, and so the
to say moment, to the reception of the novel). Eastwood-name reference might seem to point to him.

| pointed out, for example, that in the second  But there the resemblance ends. There was
version of LCL ohn Thomasnd Lady Janealso nothing Jewish about Barband physically he is very
not published in Lawrence’lifetime), there is a different toV&G’s Major Charles Eastwood.
character — Jack Strangeways - that looks as if it Lawrence portrays the latter as a large,
was based on Jack Scott, whom | say Lawrence haawerfully-built man ([he is a] “...big, blond
encountered in Sydney in 1922, and on whom | s&jan...athletic...a magnificent figure, an athletic,
he based the characterKangaoo, Jack Callcott. prominent chest...powerful athletic white arms...”).
(Jack Scott had some very strange ways — thouBarber was not thus endowed.
the “links” go well beyond that “pun” [seRananim However it is (I would ague) pretty obvious
5-3]*) where Lawrence derived many — but not all (for he

In the new CUP edition of V&G there is nousually combined one or more “originals” to produce
speculation about on whom several of the charactevat can be best described as an amalgam character)
are based - an odd omission, for other CUP worksof the ingredients that make up Major Charles
are full of such identifications and possible links. Fdrastwood...Major-General Sir Charles Rosenthal.
example, Bruce Steele, the editor of the CUP edition  And this in turn, if my argument is accepted,
of Kangaioo, speculated about the “inspiration” forwould confirm Rosenthal as the model of Cooley in
virtually all the main characters in the novel. Kangaro.

In particular Seele identified as the model of So what are the parallels that might identify
Cooley a combination of two of Lawrenselewish Rosenthal as the original of Eastwood ?
acquaintances — Koteliansky and Dr Edieough he They are compelling.
adds that if there were perchance some local The most obvious one is the physical
ingredient, it probably would have been Sir Johresemblance.Although Rosenthal was dark, not
Monash, the JewisWW1 Australian general. blond, in every other outward respect he is the same

The CUP editor of V&G (who is unnamed —as Major Eastwood. (Rosenthal was noted for his
the volume has three editors, but it is not reveal@dhletic ability and often took on teams of soldiers
who edited what) says that many of the maigingle-handedly in tug-‘o-war contests.)
characters reflect “a portrayal of Ern&¥eekleys Eastwood is described a youngish, but that does
family home” (ErnesWeekley was Frieda’first not rule out Rosenthal, for he, too, was young for a
husband, whom she abandoned to run off withYW1 General — he was in his 40s when Lawrence

Lawrence in 1912). encountered him, almost certairilySydney in 1922.
Whomsoever the particular CUP editor of V&G The Jewish reference (his fictional wife is “a
might have been, he or she certainly sedwaite — little Jewess”) is also telling. Rosenthal himself was

the “virgin” of the novel — the “original” of Frieds’ not Jewish (he was a Methodist), but he was
daughter Barbara, and ¥vettes fathey the Rey notoriously mistaken, mainly due to his name and facial
Arthur Saywell, the shadow of Erne#teekley appearance, for being Jewish. Indeed, one important
himself (and who is portrayed in a very unflatteringeason, textually speaking, for identifying him as the
light). model for Cooley is the ambivalence in the novel about
On the other hand, two prominent charactershis apparent Jewishness. For Lawrence does not
the “little Jewess” and her new husband, Major CharlégyCooley is Jewish, only that he “must be Jewish”.

Eastwood - are not identifiedind it is this latter character Then there is the name — Major Charles
thatAustralian interest should focus on.
Although the new CUP edition does not cont'd over page

Rananim 25



ROO BY ANY OTHER NAME Australig) — into near certainty are two further aspects

) of the fictional character Major Eastwood, and their
from pevious page link to Charles Rosenthal.
. . The firstis Charles Eastwo@dhilitary unit. He
i Poed o, LAWenCe M8ty n the waracording 0 the sy (uho seved
9 9 Y?/ith him in France), an artillery fi€er. Rosenthal

fictional characters a relic of the name of the real- .
was an artillery dicer.

life character he or she was based on. (Again, see But the clincherif you will excuse the expression,

H - ! H l)”_
Rananimb .2’ Whats_ln a Name_. _howev,emne is his family background. One would have thought
example will serve to illustrate this quirk.. \¥omen hat someone with the rather English — indeed

in Lovethe character Hermoine Roddice is a switc{). 11 14s — name of Charles Eastwood would be

from Lawrences real-llfe pat_ron, Lady Ottoliln'e English. (And if Barber were the model, he probably

Morrell, the transformation being from thefemmm%vould have been.)

Igmn?rfet?;rﬁi;rpg?torp)ale hame “Herman” to the Yet in the novella Eastwood is not English. He
. Y is Scandinavian, specifically “of Danish blood”.

Another of his habits was to alter the rank o Hence his blondness.)
his characters, elevating lower ranks highed visa- Charles Rosen.thed’ parents came from
versa. InKangaoo Major-General Rosenthal is Denmark

demoted - in a pretly feeble effort to disguise ihe There is, | submit, little doubt that Lawrence

original - to a lowly lieutenant (a most unlikely rank odelled the main part of the character Major Charles

for the leader Qf a fictional secret army made up astwood on Major-General Sir Charles Rosenthal —
WW1 ex-servicemen )'. So whenever one com st as he portrayed Jack Scott asJack Strangeways
across a rank in his fiction, one would be tempted

either raise or lower it, according to the s ecificR the second version of LCL.
’ 9 P Both portrayals, | would further submit, are

instance. . .
confirmation that Lawrence encountered both Scott
Yet he often kept part of the name of the and Rosenthal in

original inspiration intact. (So much was he attache Sydney in 1922, and
to the original, that he often made a slip, an ;
. L that he based the
inadvertently reverted to the original “real” name - (surprising) secret
in Kangaioo, for example, he originally changes the army plot of
real-life Murdoch Road to the “fictional” Murdoch Kangao on his
Street, but later in the novel reverts back to tfF contact with these two
“correct” Murdoch Road [see, alsBananim5-1, real-life Australian
“Mining Lawrences Nomenclature”, for his handling secret army leaders
of “Cullen’s Picture Palace” iffthe Lost Gir].) depicted in the novel as’
So the “retention” of the first name, Charles Jack Callcott and
from Sir CharlesRosenthal in MajoiCharles Benjamin Cooley
Eastwood is by no means without precedent. '
There is even the hint of a connection betwee
the two surnames, Rosenthal and Eastwobsl.|
pointed out inRananim7-1, the name Rosenthal
means, in German, “the valley of the rosesiid in
chapterVIIl of Kangamoo, “Volcanic Evidence”,
there is a reference to a “Black Forest trifle” (a rec
painted wooden heart) that, | argue, probably can
from the village of Rosenthal, in eastern Germany
avillage situated in the depth of the German primev
forest, which so frightened the Romarmgthough
this is, admittedlydrawing a long bowthere is
arguably an echo of “East wood” in the namu
Rosenthal. (Such “plays on words” are commo
Lawrence transposition techniques. For exampl
he transposed a real-life person in one of his work
a Mr Fullbank, as a fictional Mr Holbrook.)
However what converts suspicion —originally
founded on the real-life link between Lawrence an;,
Rosenthal (see my 1981 bodBH Lawrence in

* as an example,
Lawrence portrays
Strangeways as being
attractive to women,
yet unable to have
children (as was
Scott); as having some
very odd views on the
use of machine-guns
agains the masses; has
a “pet subject”; a “too-
large” body part; and
is the same age as
Scott (about 35).

Sir Charles Rosenthal

c

26 Rananim



A SINISTER THEORY

by Maurits Zwankhuizen (© 2006)

B enjamin Cooley is known as Kangaroo in the
novel of the same nam&Ve then find that

his main radical political opponent is the socialist

Willie Struthers.Two idealists fighting foAustral-

ia’s vote.

Struthers is an interesting surname for
Lawrence to choose. It may have been chosen
because it contains the gréaistralian term, struth
(also spelt strewth)Australians were once a
proud nation of struthers, the mildest of blasphe-
mies still used in some quarters by the old guard.

Then there is another option, one which
highly fanciful and thus highly delightful. Law-
rences visit to Sydney may have been brief but he
would have seen many representations of the
Australian coat-of-arms on civic buildingA.
kangaroo and emu facing each otlamost facing
off, like opponents in a boxing match ordeed, on
the hustings. Through gentle extrapolation, know-
ing that the emu is a brother-bird of the ostrich an
that the ostrich in Greek is strouthos, we find a
sudden connection. Both the emu and ostrich are
within the same familycalled $ruthionidae. Isit
then not possible that Struthers was deliberately
chosen to be the emu-opponent of Kangaroo
Cooley?

His description in the novel as having a
likeness téAbraham Lincoln provides extra fodder for|
this argument. Kangaroo is very much a simulacrun
of his marsupial namesake. Likewise, Struthers is
depicted as a cadaverous fellow with dark black eye
and a shabby habiliment — an anthropomorphisation
an emu if ever there was one.

Whether or not this is the case, it is
interesting to note that, on tAeistralian coat-of-
arms, it is the emu which is, heraldically-speaking,
sinister This aligns it to some extent with Somers’
own feelings in the novel, though of course we all
know that he never loved Kangaroo, just found hin
more attractive than Mr Struthers.

Naturally Lawrence may have genuinely
known a Struthers and my hypothesis may be
based purely on coincidence but it does summon
the idea that often some thought goes into creatin
a charactés name.There are certainly myriad
examples of this in the history of literature. Shake
speare was the king of puns and portmanteaus, n
personal favourite being the executioAbhorson
in Measue for Measue.

Please correct me if I'm wrong, as my judgment is
based upon only three of his novekangaroo,

The RainbowandLady Chatterleyg Lover It
would be interesting to see if there are any other
characters in the canon of Lawrence which may
fall into this category

on the other hand...

We thankMaurits for this contribution,
which is cetainly thought-povoking
(and fits in nicely with our earlier
articles - “All at Sea with DHL", “But
WhoWas Jaz?”, and “Roo by any
other Name”). Again, he could be on
to something. Had heead Nevilles

The Betrayal(see p 24), he certainly
would have found grist for his
Sruthers speculation mill. Maybe
Lawrence did have, at the back of his
mind, the Geek wod for ostrich. The
“sinister” r efelence is an intesting
idea. ‘¥t we have a jtty good idea
on whom Lawence based Labor leader
Willie Struthers - the Communist seer
tary of the NSW Labor Council, Jock
Garden. Lawences actual visit to the
Trades Hall - Gadens Sydney head-
guarters - was confirmed by (in a letter
to reseacher John Ruffelspustralian
left-wing writer Frank Hady, who told
Gardens biographerArthur Hoyle that
Garden had told him (Haly) that
Lawrence had in fact visited him at the
Trades Hall and had asked him about
the political situation in Sydneywnd
specifically about the position of the
ex-Diggers (ex-servicemen) vis-a-vis
the Labor movement. Howeyér
should also be pointed out that Law-
rence had used the fictional name
Sruthers befoe. In his pevious novel,
Aaron’s Rod he called one of his
characters “S$ruthers” (an atist,
probably based oMugustus John, who
lives in Covent Gaten). So one can
pethaps see why the name Jock Gar
would remind Lawence, hoticulturally
speaking, of the pwvious 8uthers.
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PersonallyLawrence does not strike me

as an author who would use puns intentionally
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A Friend of Dogs and DHL

committtee member of PEN on behalf of dissident
writers jailed by certain foreign regimes and she
was an active member of the Republican move-
ment inAustralia. She was also the author of a
number of books, includinghatchets Kingdom
and a novelThe Smiling Buddha

But let me tell you one or two anecdotes
about Margaret which | think demonstrate her
stubborn personality and her willingness to adapt.
The first story is about how she went to London as
a raw cadet journalist in her late teens. On arrival
she wrote an article chronicling her first impres-
sions of London — and submitted it with character-
istic Australian brashness to the very austere and
prestigious Londofiimes

To its credit,The Tmesaccepted and pub-
lished her piece which, among other things, de-
scribed a quaint habit of the English whom

Margaret Jones Margaret had observed taking afternoon tea in the

t came as a shock that our Societgecre-  stalls at the cinema. Howeyeshe received a

I tary, Margaret Jones, died suddenly on Sun- letter accompanying her payment cheque which

day July 30, 2006. saidThe Tmesdid not wish to receive any more
She had stéred a fall a few weeks earljer ~ articles from her Once again, witAustralian
and had broken her elbolut had come out of intrepidness, Margaret rang the Features Editor and

hospital and had recovered sufficiently to attend tigsked why they didn’t want any more of her
Societys luncheon and talk by Peter Coleman on offerings. “Readers ofhe Tmesdo not take tea
July 23. Though looking frail, she seemed in goodin the stalls at the cinema,” he replied. “They go to
spirits, and announced that “this is much more  the bar’

enjoyable than being irt $incents Hospital!” Then there was the time years later when, as
All of us miss Margaret. She had avery  the Sydney Morning Heralg'first Foreign

distinctive personalitya set of high values, a Correspondent in Beijing, Margaret insisted on

wicked sense of humaguand a sense of public leading a group of foreign journalists stationed in

duty. Some people found her forbidding, but, onceChina to visit what the Chinese government had
one got to know hethe stif outside shell opened publicised as the most modern town in the world.
up to reveal a remarkably sensitive human being. No matter that this town was situated thousands of
She had had to battle hard to get to where she wkigmetres away from Beijing deep in the heartland
coming as she did from a Rockhampton convent Wilderness of China, Margaret intrepidly chose to
school and battling to survive as a serious single lead her delegation by train, in mid-winter

female journalist in an era where women were After a gruelling trip lasting several days on a
usually relegated to the womerpages and the  very slow and ancient Chinese steam train, the
social jottings. party arrived and were told to alight and walk along

Her struggle to become a serious journalist, the track to the station. In doing so, Margaret
however had a somewhat tabloid start when her suffered an excruciating injury: a red-hot cinder

first job on the Sydnegun-Heraldwas as the from the spluttering steam engine flew into her eye.
inaugural compiler of that newspajeweekly In extreme pain, she was taken to the “board-
feature, “Dog of thaVeek”. ing house” where she and her party were billeted
Her newspaper obituaries (including one in th@ primitive concrete building, sparsely furnished),
LondonTimeg stressed her high standard of and the officials in charge of her party tried to find

journalism — as th&ydney Morning Herald'first a doctor No luck.There were no doctors any-
Foreign Correspondentiashington and Beijing, Where. The closest doctor was back in Beijing.
as its Literary EditqrForeign Editarsenior feature Margaret was almost fainting from the pain by
writer and columnist. She campaigned as a now. Finally, the oficial said they could find a
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Her arm in a sling,
Margaret Jones
attending her last DH
Lawrence event with (I
to r) Rob Darroch, Paul
Delprat, Peter Shrubb
and Frank Devine at
the luncheon at the
Julian Ashton Art
School Annexe,
Mosman

Photos: John Lacey

“barefoot” doctor to come to her aid. Of course, ply her with gifts. She concluded they were spies.

“barefoot” is not exactly the right word to describe Now I'll turn to her later years iAustralia
a doctor living in minus 15 degree, or loywem- when she had a very primitivenstrad word
peratures. processar “Margaret, you need to get with the

Anyway, he finally arrived. He was wearing modern world,” | told her “You need to get a
a dirty old coat and scruffy boots, and, after examMac or a PC and get connected to the Internet
ining Maigarets eye, he pulled out from the pocketand start using email.”
of the coat an old scalpéalVithout sterilising it he Margaret, despite being intrepid, also pos-
dug it into Magarets eye and gouged out the sessed a conservative streak. “Why do | need
cinder This was indeed a great relief. But uafor email?” she asked. “Nobody would want to
tunately she then developed a serious eye infectiocommunicate with me.”
which was not cured until she finally got back to But I cajoled her and finally we organised a
Beijing, having discovered in the meantime that theMac for her At fist she rang me daily — some-
claims of the Chinese about the town she had  times more than once a day - complaining that the
visited as being the most modern in the world werenachine was “stupid” etc. But gradually she
groundless. began to learn how to use it. Eventuatllge was

Her time in Beijing must have been extremelytelling other “newbies” how to connect to email, and
tedious. China had not yet resumed any diplomatishe herself was receiving and sending many emails
relations withAmerica, it was the period of the a day In her 80s, this was something to admire.
great anti-Confucius waand Magaret found an Despite the heading on this article, Margaret
almost impenetrable wall between her and the  was not really a great “lover” of DHL, indeed
regime in Beijing. She lived in a flat along with a she did not make any effort to disguise this. Nor

cook, a maid, a chaigur and an interpretgbut was she a great dog loyelespite her heroic
her job as a journalist was thwarted by the official work on “Dog of theNeek” - she probably
wall of silence. preferred cats. But as the Secretary of the DH

As a relief from this almost gaol-like exist-  Lawrence Society dAustralia, she kept meticu-
ence, she and othAustralian correspondents and lous minutes, as well as writing many of the news
diplomats used to go out on Sunday evenings to thetories forRananim. She was a member of our
Ming Tombs to have supper and read paeBut editorial committee and always participated
even this pleasant pastime was finally kyboshed bgnthusiastically in the Sociesyactivities, special-
the Chinese officials. ising in bringing tasty gourmet additions to the

| shant go into Magarets trip on thelrans-  usual picnic and barbecue fare.

Siberian railwaysave to relate that she was be- As | said at the start of this article, we miss
friended en route by a charming Russian couple her.
who invited her to the opera in Moscow and tried to - Sandra Jobson
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My Encounters with
Bloomsbury

This is the text of a talk delivet to the DH Lawence Society diustralia by
SANDRA JOBSON who met some of the last surviving Bloomsburies when she

was writing her biography of Lady Ottoline Mef

ecause much of my talk today will be gossipurned their backs on organised religion in favour of
and anecdotes about the members of thibe “religion of art” and the “morality of poetry” and

Bloomsbury group whom | met, | thought Ishowing allegiance primarily to each other rather than
should start with a more serious bit about the origirie God or country

of Bloomsbury

Later, when he was arraigned for being a con-

| first heard about the Bloomsbury Group virtuscientious objectoiLytton Srachey was reminded
ally from the horse mouth: - Marlay ®phen, who by the magistrate that England was fighting to save
lectured me in British History at the University ofcivilisation, to which Strachey replied: “l am that civi-

Sydney in the early 1960s.

Marlay Stephen was a de-
scendant of James Stephen, whose
son, Leslie, wa¥/irginia Woolf’s
father

Steeped in family tradition, 4
Marley traced the history of
Bloomsbury back to the 19th cen;
tury members of the Clapham Sect
- that very upper-class, very non-
conformist group of evangelicals
who derived much of their wealth
through their involvement in the East
India Company and who fought to
end slavery and to reform the Eng-
lish prison system.

Marlay Stephen brought to life
names likeVilberforce, Macauley
Trevelyan, FryWedgewood, Dar
win, Huxley, Srachey and ®phen
and explained how they were all in-

lisation you are trying to save.”

Bloomsbury as such began in
1904 when, after the death of their
father Leslie Stephen, the three sur-
viving Stephen childrenyirginia
(pictured centre)Vanessa and
Adrian set up house in Bloomsbury
near the British Museum. Their
close circle of friends included
Lytton SracheyClive Bell, Duncan
Grant, Maynard Keynes and Saxon
Sydney-Turner Soon the Group
expanded to include Roger Fry
Harry Norton, David Garnett,
Desmond McCarthy and a handful
of others (including Henry Lamb,
who later painted a superb portrait
of Lytton Srachey).

Their rebellion against the
strict religious mores of theéificto-
rian forebears became explicit one

ter-related and united in their evangelical zeal arghy inAugust 1908 when {iton Srachey entered

ethical beliefs.

the Stephens’ drawing room and, noticing a stain on

The Bloomsburies were the children and grandfanessa dress, inquired: “Semen?” From that mo-
children of the Clapham Sect, and, like many chilment onVirginia later recalled, the floodgates of frank
dren, they rebelled against their parents’ beliefs. Tlamd free speech burst open.

hard core of what was to become Bloomsbury was

But they weren't just talking about sex, they were

formed at Cambridge around 1903 when certaiery busy doing it - and, for the Bloomsbury men, it
members of the exclusiv&postles embraced the was mainlybut not exclusivelyjhomosexual.

ideas of the philosopher GE Moore. (Rpostles

One member marvelled at the “permutations and

were a secret society devoted to choosing the briglsbmbinations” of which Bloomsbury was capable.

est undergraduates and enlisting them into a lifelorig 1907, for example, Strachey discovered that his
elite intellectual society ) lover (and cousin) Duncan Grant was also having an
Among those yound\postles wererhoby affair with Arthur Hobhouse, who, in turn, was hav-
Stephen, ktton Srachey LeonardWoolf, Maynard ing an affair with Maynard Keynes. The following
Keynes and Saxon Sydneywfer — the male core year Strachey was even more distressed to learn that
of what was to become BloomsbutlgoughThoby Grant was now having an affair with Keynes as well.
died not long after he joined tAgostles. One wit described Bloomsbury as a place where
Following Moores Principia Ethica they “all the couples were triangles and lived in squares,”
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but one historian remarked that this did not do justiggarsington during the Fir$torld War as a refugee
to them; some more polygonal figure would be rdrom Switzerland. She had become close to Ottoline,
quired to describe those “couples.” as had her sistén-law Maria, who marriedldous
Vanessa t8phen, for example, married CliveHuxley, who depicted Ottoline and Garsington in his
Bell in 1907, partly to console herself for the loss afiovel Crome ¥éllow.
her brothefrhoby who had been Clivefriend. Four My first meeting with David Garnett was on
years laterwith the acquiescence of her husbandhe Thames at Putney on a houseboat which belonged
who had been having a series of affairs, includintg his daughteAngelica whose mother wa&nessa
one with Molly MacCarthyDesmonds wife,Vanessa Bell. Garnett was a solid, good-looking man and
started an d&ir with Roger Fry The menage a trois wore a tweed jacket. The paintings on the house-
had lasted two years before Roger complained bwat walls were by Roger Fry af&nessa Bell.
Clive thatVanessa was transferring hefieations to  Garnett ofered me a sherry - in a shégumbler He

Duncan Grant, who had sud- mimicked Ottolines voice:
denly acquired a temporar “Derrraaaainn,” he said,
taste for heterosexuality sounding like a cow mooing.
(Duncan had earlier been hefr That was how she pro-
brotherAdrian’s lover as well nounced the French painter
as Sracheys. Vanessa also name. He told me of the
later had a liaison with David scandals surround Ottolirge’
Garnett, producing a daughter husband, Philip, who fathered
Angelica.) two illegimate sons, one by
| entered the world of Ottoline’s maid and the other
Bloomsbury when | began re- by his secretary Later
searching my biography of Garnett helped me back along
Lady Ottoline Morrell. She a series of precarious gang-
has been described as the planks, which was fortunate
“High Priestess of after all that sherry Some
Bloomsbury” but that is totally years later in a sad postscript
incorrect. Ottoline was never to this houseboat visit, David
a member of the Bloomsbury Garnetts andvanessa Bel
Group as such, although she daughter Angelica, jumped
knew them all very well and off the houseboat and com-
indeed entered into amorous mitted suicide, following in the
liaisons with several of them. _ footsteps of her auntjrginia.
Bloomsbury was very Ottaline Morrell | had several later meet-
catty about Ottoline, but they ings with Garnett, and letters

nevertheless regarded her as a fascinating and &om his cottage in France - one describing the rain
otic creature who was very useful to them with heand his attempts to catch the drips coming through
hospitality first at her London house at 44 Bedfordhis roof into saucepans on the floor
Square, where she gained the reputation of being a Duncan Grant, in his late 80s, invited me to lunch
literary lioness, inviting all the big and up-and-comingt Firle in Sussex. He was still very good-looking,
names (including DH Lawrence) to her salons owith a sensitive face, quite luxuriant curly haear
Thursday evenings, and later to her house partiesrag a white straw hat and a paintesmock. Firle
Garsington Manor near Oxford where she moved imas where the Omega workshops - set up originally
1914. in Bloomsbury byanessa Bell, Duncan Grant and
By the time | arrived on the scene, most of thRoger Fry - had produced craft work and painted
Bloomsburies were dead. But two core Bloomsburigkecorative furniture.
- David Garnett and Duncan Grant - were still alive At lunch we sat at a table still showing a faded
and | managed to meet, interview and correspoi@mega pattern. Duncan Grant was still painting - he
with both of them. They were both charming andhowed me his latest work, which was vivid and
kind and only too happy to spill the beans ostrong - a portrait of a beautiful young black man
Bloomsbury | also interviewed a number of othemwho appeared to be his latest companigfiter lunch
people who were associated with Bloomsbhimglud-  Duncan offered me a cigarette, and though | had given
ing Juliette Huxley still married to a very doddery up smoking some years earliesimply couldnt re-
old Julian Huxley who | would see pottering aroungist him. | then got hooked on cigarettes again and

their house in Hampstead. Juliette had come to
cont'd over page
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My Encounters with Bloomsbury drawers to find 8000 uncatalogued letters written to

from pevious page Ottoline. We felt like Howard Carter opening up
Tutankhamers tomb.

had to finally be hypnotised to stop. What with David  The collection contained many hundreds of let-

Garnetts sherry and Duncan Gramtigarette, | be- ters from Bloomsburies such agton SracheyVir-

gan to realise what persuasive personalities thog@iaWoolf and Roger Frybut also from others such

Bloomsburies must have had in their heyday asAugustus John - not to mention 2500 from Bertrand

Others who were associated with Bloomsburyrussell. | used to read Bertrand Russéditters in
whom | met and interviewed, included Lady Pansthe mornings andytton Sracheys in the afternoons.
Lamb, sister of Lord Longford (“Lord Porn”) andIt was rather like comparing a good claret with a
widow of Henry Lamb. sparkling champagne.

Another wag\lix Strachey who, with her hus- One day | was sitting in my glass cubicle at the
band James Mitton’s brotherhad been the first Brit- Humanities Research Cent@oring overVirginia
ish people to study under FreudVe ate a Spartan Woolf’s letters. | noticed a man with a black mous-
meal of dried biscuits and lettuce leaves - exactly th@ched peering in at me. Rob told me later it was
same as the fare she served to Michael Holroyd whEdwardAlbee, author ofWhos Afraid of \irginia
he was researching his ground-breaking biograpMpolf? If only Rob had tipped me Hfl could have
of Lytton Srachey shownAlbeeVirginia’s letters.

Michael was very supportive of my work, and, Having read and taken notes from the collected
after reading my manuscript, rang me to say “Thumlitters — we weren't allowed to photocopy them be-
up!”, which gave me a lot of much-needed confidenceause the copyright law at that time prevented pho-
We subsequently wrote a joint article fiine Tmes tocopying unpublished material — I then had the tedi-
Literary Supplemengnd Michael rang me to tell me,ous task of writing to the estates of all the corre-
with a chuckle, that his father thought he was going &pondents to get permission to quote from the letters.
marry me! In fact, his beloved was Margaret Drabbl&ecause they were originals | had to get permission
whom he married shortly afterwards. to quote even a couple of words.

Others | interviewed included David Cecil. | This reached a crisis point when | tried to get
visited him at his grace-and-favour residence outsigermission from Roger Frydaughter Pamela Dia-
Hatfield House, the Salisbury (Cecil) stately homemond, to include a very innocuous line from one of

| went many times to visit Ottoline@'daughter his letters to Ottoline: “¥ur loving friend, Roger Fry”.
JulianVinogradof, at her home, Broughton Grange, Pamela Diamond refused point-blank to reply
near Banbury Every time | went | asked her a listto my publishets (Chatto &WVindus) letters request-
of the same questions, and each time she gave megher permission. My book was being held up and
different set of answers. One day at lunch shbe delay was threatening pre-Christmas publication.
brought out a hatbox containing a shank of Ottatine’ | finally wrote to Pamela Diamond saying |
plum-coloured hair She was extremely tricky to wanted to come and see hélived close by and got
deal with. Juliette Huxley and Julidfinogradof = on my bicycle and rode over to her house in Holland
ganged together at the end and tried to get meRark. It was fortunate that I'd cycled, because she
remove certain descriptions of Ottolis@ppearance turned out to be a bicycle freak.
from my manuscript. Instead of wanting me to ex-  But bicycle or no bicycle, she wasn’t going to
cise details of Ottoling’love afairs, Julian wanted give in to my request easily put a letter in front of
me to excise things that had embarrassed her abbet for her to sign giving me permission to quote from
her mother when she was a child, such as her skingr fathets letter She in turn talked endlessly about
and petticoats scraping the flpar her excessive her other pet hobbthe Etherea Societs she told
kohl eye make-up. me about capsules put into the sea off Hawaii to

Maybe we should now ask what did thespread world peace, she watched me squirming and
Bloomsburies achieve? Some critics,sat much. patted my letter from time-to-time.

Others point tovirginia Woolf’s novels and other Finally she put the hard word on me: would |
writing, to Henry Lamls painting, to ktton’s essays, join the Etherea Society? It would only cost 15 pounds.
toVanessa Bel painting, and most important of all,As | wrote out my cheque, she picked up her pen
to the economic theories of Maynard Keynes.  and signed my letter

However much of their talent and eigggs went Then she escorted me to her front gate where
into their voluminous correspondence, some of whighy bike was chained upWe discussed its gears,
Rob (Darroch) and | were privileged to read wheand then she bade me farewell, and | cycled off with
we went to thédumanities Research CenteAastin  her letter of permission. My book was back on track.
Texas and opened the first of a series of filing cabinet That's Bloomsbury for you. c
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO OUR
2006AGM, LUNCHEON & LECTURE

adies and GentlemeWelcome to our Literary ~ when | arrived (indeed | tried to buy a pullover in town).
L Lunch, and especially welcome to our host, PauBut Rob warmed us up with one of his spicy dishes, and
Delprat, whose studio this is, and also to our then the sun returned and LawreisdgarkTor became

principal speaker todapeter Coleman. Our very warm less menacing.

thanks to you. So the DHL Society continues in its traditional
Now | know that those of you who have not ways. We plan to have anothéady Hopetourcruise
attended a DHISocietyAGM before are probably on a Saturday evening when the jacarandas are out, and

dreading this prospect of the formal business of an & Bush picnic in Spring. When | wrote these words, that
AGM, but we have several traditions in the Society ~ SPring seemed to be long in the future - but today brings
One is that we try to have oA6GM accompanied by an early promiseRananinwill arrive in the near future,
lunch at an interesting venue. Last year we were at M@nd DHL members will again picnic in the Botanic
Minh’s wonderfuVietnamese restaurant in Dulwich Hill. Gardens (see p 2 for details of these forthcoming
This year we are here. events.)Why dont you join us?All the places and

More importantly for you, another tradition is that €vents | have mentioned (except for Mr Ms)jffiave
the formal business be as both as informal and as briel-awrence irAustralia connections.

as possible. There are just two more traditions | need to
Almost at this time last year we had a Christmas ifnéntion. o
July lunch at Ranelagh House in the Southern High- The first is that there have been no nominations

lands. We travelled there by train, hauled by steam for Committeee positions, so if there are no objections, |

locomotive 3801, and we were joined by members of thaVill move that the present holders be re-elected.

JaneAusten Society in our second joint venture. And now for the final tradition. | wish to propose
The weather warmed, and so we had our annual @ word of thanks, ladies and gentlemen, to those mem-

Spring Bush Picnic at Ball Head. I'm looking forward to bers who perform the work of the Society:

a change in venue in a year or two - to Ballast Point, Vice President, chef extraordinaire, Rob Darroch
where the new park will look over to Balls Head. Secretary Margaret Jones

Another Society tradition is the end-of-year Treasureer Doug Knowland
picnic in the Botanic Gardens. This was held on a hot Publisher and Membership Secretary Sandra

30 Decemberand we had some interesting visitors -a Jobson )

Japanese student and an English couple who joined us  Archivist MarylynValentine

for some eating and drinking, and probably bewildering ~ And to the editorial committee who work so hard
conversation. Lawrence Society members love to talk, t0 Write, to cajole others to write, and then edit and proof

especially while eating and drinking. readRananim'RobinArcher, Angela BarkerRob

The first ofApril was the day of th&hirroul Douglass, Evie Harrison, Sandra Jobson, Margaret
festival, and we held our traditional BBQ inthe DH ~ Jones, MarylyValentine.
Lawrence Reserve at Thirroul. Sydney was warm and Thank you, ladies and gentlemen,

sunny when | left, but Thirroul was cold wet and windy (See Minutes 0AGM p 23)

TREASURER'S REPORT TO 20006AGM

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
STATEMENT FORTHE YEAR ENDING
30 JUNE 2006 Thirroul Festival
Yuletide - Ranelagh trip
INCOME: $ Other
Advertising Total Expenditure 624.63
Interest 231
Donations o Financial Result (profit/(loss)
Membership Subscriptions 480.00 527.68
Social activities -
Lady Hopetoun Cruise
Thirroul Festival BALANCE SHEET ASAT 30TH JUNE 2006
Christmas in July 670.00
Other
Total Income 1,152.31 Assets
Cash at bank3,285.43 2,757.75
EXPENDITURE
Bank fees, charges o 120.00 Liabilities
Photocopying, postage, printing, Equity 3,285.43 2,757.75
stationery (mainlfRananim
. o 504.63 Doug Knowland
Social activities - Hon. Treasurer
Lady HopetourCruise 23/07/2006
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FROM THIRROUL TO BALL'S HEAD -
AND BEYOND

Peter and Mary Jones at our Spring
bush BBQ at Balls Head

They also stand and cook - our vice-president Rob
Darroch keeps a close eye on the BBQ at the April
Thirroul Festival picnic in the DHL Reserve

Rananimpublisher Sandra Jobson inflates a Rob Darroch again demonstrating his barbecuing
balloon for the Balls Head BBQ skills, this time to May Jones at Balls’Head
The DH Lawrence Society @éustralia has, as more recent Spring picnic at Balls Head. This is

this issue and these pictures illustrate, a busy also the place to mention a proposed addition to our
social calendar (and as our President, John L.aceySocietys calendar Following the success of the
points out in his report on the previous page). Theluly lecture by Peter Coleman, we plan to make
centre spread (p 18-19) - which records pictures this an annual event, held alongside AGM. We

of our Botanic Gardens end-of-year commemora-have decided to call this annual lecture the

tion picnic (marking the founding of our Society  “Margaret Jones Lecture” in memory of our late

13 years ago) and the July Gges HeadAGM/ secretary who passed away a week after our
literary lecture - was insufficient to accommodateAGM. We intend to hold this neAGM/Margaret
all our social events, so this “spill-over” page Jones Lecture each year at the JuliaahtonArt
supplements thatThe snaps record odpril 1 School Studio at Georges Head, courtesty of the

picnic in the DHL Reserve in Thirroul, and the Schools principal, Paul Delprat.
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- one shouldn’t poke too much borak at MéTand
its reviewer They are a long way away from
EEE Thirroul andWyewurk. Local knowledge is just as

faulty. The local-council site avers that Lawrence
spent six months in Thirroul, and those in 1923.
Would you believe 12 weeks, and 1922?

If you key in the name DH Lawrence into

Google you will find 8,770,000 entries. If you

key in JaneAusten, you will find 8,120,000

entries. If you key in Charles Dikens you'll ’I’"”“’

find 10,300,000. First Prize to Dickens! The 11" International DH Lawr ence
Conference will return to Eastwood next year

”*.".“’ and be held inAugust in co_njunction with the
annual DH Lawrence Festival. The
conference topic is to be “Return to
Eastwood”, and presumably will feature (the
program is yet to be finalised) the products of

Lawr ences last return, in 1925 -LCL and
V&G - (see p 24).

We always suspected that the Red ddar
Frieda’s nephew - was a bad egg. In Brazil,
his grat-great-grand-neice, 22-yeasld

Suzane von Richthofen, has just been senten
to 40 years in the slammer for killing her
parents, Manfed and Marisia von Richthofen,
as they lay sleeping in their swish Sao Paulo *
apartment (she had two accomplices). She was ”‘."" ’
described in court as “the personification of an
evil blonde”. Another DHL Brazilian
connection? (se®ananiml13-1, “DH Lawrence
in Brazil”).

As many of our readers will knqwfforts to

ensure the preservation of LawrerscEhirroul

bungalowWyewurk, have had mixed resultget

we should not be too down-hearted. For it is still

”‘,."_"’ there, and largely intact, thanks to a NSW
protection order that remains in place. In New

Mexico, similar efforts have been made to preserve

LATE NEWS: It has just been eported that  the ranch Lawrence lived in outsidiaos, and with
there is to be a new film made about the Red  sjmilar mixed results. Recently the University of

Baron that will depict him as a good guy New Mexico applied for a grant from the

rather than the past portrayals as the scourge American National Endowment for the Humanities
of the Brits, etc, inWW1. Val Kilmer was to help efforts to preserve what is an even more-
supposed to take the pdr but now it's been  jmportant Lawrence site. The application was
given to a youngey more attractive German turned down. Now a new Friends of the DH
actor, who will play Richthofen as a celebrity | awrence Ranch organisation has been formed to
of his day. take up the cultural cudgel§Ve wish them well.

940404040

It is of interest to read the reviewritten some
time ago, in that paragon of “quality” newspapers
theNew Yrk Times of the film (made byim
Burstall) ofKangamoo. The crit opens: “Although
DH Lawrence spent only two days in Sydney...”
(and not mentioning any other local experience —
implying that that was all the time he spentin
NSW). Two days! It is a miracle that DHL

44004040

'Lest it be thought that we eublind to

Lawrences$ faults (he was rather anti-semetic,
for instance), har is an extract 'rm one of
either a letter or an essay (thefelence was not
cited) he wote about eugenics, which was a
popular subject prior to WW2. He said: “If |

managed to find out as much as he did about had my wayl would built a lethal chamber as

Sydney and secret armies in the six weeks he haaIg as Crystal Pala(,:e, with a .m|||tary band

in which to write the first draft of the novel. That playing softly.:and 'd go O.Ut into the pack
he could have discerned that much in a mere tWOstrgets and bring them all in - aII.the sick...the
days would have been the greatest literary maimed, and | would lead them in gentpnd
achievement in history(HoweveytheNYT they would smile a weary thanks..."The
reviewer Janet Maslin, liked the film.) But Holocaust put an end to such musings.
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About the DH Lawrence Society of  Australia

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
THE D.H. LAWRENCE SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA

The aims of the DH Lawrence
Society of Australia are to foster
interestin Lawrence generally,
and his time in Australia, and also
to promote the preservation of
Wyewurk, the Californian-style
bungalow where he stayed in
Thirroul south of Sydney and
which he portrayed in his novel,
Kangaroo.

PO BOX 100 MILLERS POINT, NSW 2000,
AUSTRALIA

NAME: ..o

The Society holds regular meet-
ings and outings and publishes its
journal, Rananim.

ADDRESS: ...

POSTCODE.............

If you are not already a member of |
the Society, or know somebody |
who would like to join, please fill |
in this Membership form and send I
it with a cheque for $30 (A$50 for I
overseas members) to the Secre-

tary, DH Lawrence Society of I
Australia, PO Box 100, Millers |
Point, Sydney, NSW 2000, |
Australia. |
www .cybersydney .com.au/dhl

| enclose a cheque for $30 (A$50 for overseas
members) for membership for one year.

The Sydney skyline
from Balls Head
where the Society
held its annual
Spring bush BBQ.
You can see all the
photos inRananim
like this in colour
if you go to our
website:
www.cybersydnegom.au/
dhl

Contributions to Rananim

Contributions tdRananimare welcomed. If you are able to send your article by e-mail please send it to
sjd@cybersydnegom.au. Please use Micros@ford. We are trying to standardise the style: indent the first word of
each paragraph 8mm and don’t make a line space between paragraphs. Put titles of books in upper andtidisy cage
and don’t put quotation marks around them. If you want to quote from a published book, please do not indent it but
make a one line space before and after the quotation. But mark it as an indent if you also send a hel@hgdpgnks -
it will save a lot of time! Please contact the publisher, Sandra Jobson, for further style details and formatting.
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